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Background

Dueto the policiesof the centrallragi governmentgerpetratediuringthe 1900 andthe persecutiongarriedout againstthe Kurdish populationduringthe 1970s-199Gs, the Kurdistanregionhas
sufferedgreatlyin all aspectof life andin the sectorsof basicserviceprovision,including health,educationandthe economy The continuouswars andthe prolongeduseof chemicalbombings
duringthe 80s and 90s havecausedseriouspathologiesandlong-term effectson the exposedoopulationandincreasedhe onsetof geneticdiseasesvhich are generallyrare but unfortunatelyvery
widespreadn the Kurdistanregion,whereThereremainsa lack of skills andhealthcarenfrastructureneededo provideadequateare

The internalconflict in Irag which brokeout in June2014 with the conquesibf Mosul by the armedgroupsof oppositionto the Iragi regimeandthe army of the Islamic Stateof Iraqg (ISIS) has
causedneof the largestinternalexoduse®f the populationto which hasneverbeenwitnessedn the historyof humanity at the momentofficial sourcegeport1.8 million internalrefugeesn Iraq.
In the areaof the Duhok governorate(lraqgi Kurdistan Region) there are over five hundredthousandinternal refugeesout of a residentpopulationof approximatelysevenhundredthousand

inhabitants65% of the populationis under30 yearsold.

The areaof the Duhok governoratewhich includesin additionto the city of Duhokalsothe provincesof Zakhq SemelandAmediye onthe borderswith SyriaandTurkey, hoststhe largestnumber
of internalrefugeespver five hundredthousandput of a residentpopulationof approximatelyonemillion sevenhundredthousandnhabitants This is becausehis is the geographicahreaon the
borderswith SyriaandTurkey,wherethe religiousminoritiesreside,madeup of ChristiansandYazidis persecutedby the Islamicarmy,or refugeedrom nearbyMosul, Nineveh,Kirkuk andSyria,

opponent®f ISIS. Official datareportedby the UnitedNations

Office for the Coordinationof HumanitarianAffairs (UN-OCHA) highlight the persistencef a serioushumanitariarcrisisin theregion,whichis expectedo showno signsof improvemenin 2023
dueto the ongoingcrisesin the areaseighboringlranian, Turkish and Syrian Kurdistan,anddueto the impossibility of internalrefugeesalreadypresentin the areato returnto their territoriesof
origin: mostof the villagesof origin weredestroyedy ISIS andmanyterritoriesarestill mined. Furthermorejn manyareasof Iraq, securityis not guaranteedor the ethnicgroupsthathavebeen

subjectto persecutiorpy ISIS.



Fig. 1 Severityof the humanitariarcrisisin Irag andnumberof peoplein needby district
(from UN-OCHA 2022

In suchcrisis conditions,the presencef disabilities,evenif slight, canhaveseriousand

devastatingrepercussion®n the entire community, from a human, psychologicaland

social perspective Since 2005 the Heevie Organization,in collaborationand with the

supportof severalinternationalorganizationsand agenciessuch as the World Health

OrganizatiorandItalian, German Spanishand Americanorganizationshasimplemented
a seriesof activitiesat differentlevelsof healthcareandin particularthe careof patients
sufferingfrom congenitaldiseasesthe constructiomandrehabilitationof healthfacilities,

the training and developmenbf the skills of healthpersonnelthe provisionof primary
healthcareto internally displacedpersonsand refugeesthe provision of mentalhealth
and psychosociakupport,providing physiotherapyand medical rehabilitationservices,
supportinghealthfacilities, health centersand public hospitalswith medicines,devices
andmedicalsupplies

The area subject to the intervention is shown schematically in figure

During 202223, the activity continuedin the public health,socialand humanitariaraid
sectors for refugees,in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health of the
AutonomousRegionof Kurdistanandthe internationalorganizationgresenin the area
UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO.

The HEEVIE organizationhas in particular guaranteedtree, fair and indiscriminate
accesdo carefor over ten thousandpeople- amongthe mostvulnerablegroupsof the
population regardles®f genderyeligious,ethnicandsocialdifferences

The users of the services provided are mostly displaced, refugees,indigent and
vulnerable people In particular, free basic healthcarewas provided, free medicines,
psychiatricsupportservicesrehabilitationand physiotherapyserviceswere providedin
fifteen IDPs campsin the areasof Nineveh, Erbil, Duhok as part of the ad hoc
coordinationtable establishedby UN - United Nations Office for the Coordinationof
HumanitariamAffairs (UN-OCHA) in the Iragi Autonomouskegion
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The Story

Thestory of the friendshipbetweenan Italianand a Kurdishwomanfrom Iragis one that hasled to

a remarkableproject that hashelpedthe people of Kurdistan It all beganin 1997, in the city of

Siena,n the center of Italy, where Bakshana journalistfrom the Kurdishradio stationin Baghdad,
and lole Pinto, a physicistworking on the environment,met by chance Little did they know that

this chance encounter would lead to a lifelong friendship and a project that would make a

differencein the livesof many

Bakshana political refugeefrom Iraq cameto Italy in 1991after the SecondGulf War to liberate
Kuwait from the Iragi occupation,under which it was imposed economicsanctionson Iraq to
2003shewassellingwatercolorsto foreigntourists Shetoo wasa foreigner,but from alandthat at
the time had no possibilityof return: Kurdistan Asthey got to know eachother, Baksharbeganto
sharethe stories of her homelandwith lole. Shespoke of the strugglesand hardshipsthat the
people of Iragi Kurdistanwere facing,particularlythe childrenwho were dyingin orphanagesdue
to hunger,cold,andneglect

Moved by thesestories,lole and Baksharfelt the needto do something,evenif it wasjust a small
gesture of solidarity towards the people of Kurdistan They soughtthe help of a friend, Vittorio
Meoni, who had beena partisanduringthe SecondwWorld War and wasloved andrespectedin the
city of Siena With his support,andthat of other friendsand family membersfrom both sides they
foundeda voluntaryassociatiorcalled'Solidaritylnitiatives'in 1997.

Dr lole Pinto andMiss Bakshan Aziz

Led by Dr. lole Pinto and Ms. BakshanAli, the associationaimed to help the Kurdistanregion,
which was sufferingfrom the effectsof the SecondGulf War and the economicblockadeimposed
by the central governmentof Irag. The project was born out of a deep senseof empathyand a
desireto makea differencein the livesof thosewho were suffering

The association's first project was to provide aid to children in Iragi Kurdistan. They collected donations and orgathiaisthfyievents to purchase food, clothing, and medicine for the
children in orphanages. They also collaborated with local organizations in Kurdistan to provide educational and recaeatitieal for the children, 11998they entered Iraqi Kurdish
territory for the first time from Qamishli, a Kurdish town in northern Syria, the only possible route for volunteers likeTthe passage across the Syrian border was carried out by illegal
immigrants on a small motor boat they carried the money they had laboriously collected in Italy tightly around.

In addition to the embargo and international bureaucracy, crossing the border on the Tigris also made the transportgddoldiand humanitarian aid practically impossible. Hundreds
of children died from simple untreated infections, because there were no doctors and health facilities , thousands dfdsektblat they met everywhere, in orphanages, on the streets,
who asked to do something for them, children with blue lips, shortness of breath, born with malformed hearts, with faceseddfp harelips, children crippled and ankylosed, blind
from mines or infections. There were no hospitals in Kurdistan, There were no doctors, The Kurds could not leave Keetistgth&pain on the faces of the mothers, a lot of them
widows, the pain of helplessly witnessing the suffering of their sick children, after years of persecution, of escapasjotieriges, of endless wars.

Since then they continued bringing aids to Social care centers for orphans of Duhok, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah and thampisigee willagesjust drops in the ocean, they knew that,
but these drops were badly needed.

The project has also helped to break the silence and raise awareness about the suffering of the Kurdish people, It lthatstvemnn the darkest of times the power of friendship and
solidarity can bring about positive change It stands as a testament to the power of empathy and the impact that a smafldgdigated individuals can have in creating a better world
and bring about positive change in the world.

Then in2003the borders opened... Bakshan managed to organize treatment in Baghdad for some children with heart disease. The éingioingesucceed. But the journey to
Baghdad is increasingly risky and difficult.



They begin the search in Italy for doctors willing to help us treat these children...at the beginning it wasn't easyn BD@fithey met organization IME (DHja Gardi and brave doctors from
prestigious Italian pediatric hospitals and from tGartiopathicChildren in the World" Association willing to help us treat our children Bakisharhad continued to include in an esenger list.

From that moment on, initiatives to improve the care of children began and have never stopped, in collaboration withai hetaorinstitutions and associations willing to collaborate on our
projects: thanks to this network, thousands of children have been operated on in Kurdistan, and as many, which wout#aropbasible to operate in Kurdistan, wémr@nsferred and treated in

Italy andthis was the reason for establishing the local organiz&te®viein 2005, and in cooperation with SIA NGO took the initiative to build up the first a data base for Congenital Heart Disea:
patients in Kurdistan, the process of collecting all the necessary data has taken lot of time, following up with patemizciing their doctors and parents to update information on their current
conditions to help out the patient and to set up plans for treatment.

1  Thedatabasevasthenpresentedo the Italian organizationdME andMED CHILD to supporta projectto treatpediatricpatientsandtrain local staff. Heeviesucceedeth signingthe 20062007
pilot projectagreementvith theltalian organizationME, SIA andMED CHILD to treatcongenitaheartdiseasepatientsin additionto otherdiseasesuchasblooddisorders(Thalassemiaand
(Leukemia)- andmanycancerdiseasegpediatricsurgery,Urological diseasesandcongenitaimalformationdgn Italy andKurdistan,in additionto traininglocal medicalstaff.

1  The generalmanagemenof the projecthasbeenentrustedby IME, MedChild to the GovernmentCommissioneDr. llja Gardi - the Solidarity Initiatives (SIA) and Heevieare committedto
implementinghe projectwithin theregion

1  Theresidentrepresentativef the projectin Kurdistanis the Director of HeevieOrg. Ms. BakhsharAli Aziz, who coordinatesll operationabspectf the projectin closecooperatiorwith the
IME, SIA andMed Child Romeoffice.



Actions undertaken and results

Kurdistan Regional GovernmeRtesidentNechirvan Barzani , prof. llja Gardi , Dr lole Pinto and Miss Bakshan Aziz

A On the 5th of April 2006 IME (Dr. llja Gardi) and KurdistanRegionalGovernmen®resident (NechirvanBarzani)signedandratified a Memorandurmof UnderstandingMoU) establishinghe
termsandconditionsof the Cooperatioractivitiesto be implementedo achievean effective andefficient healthcareservicegrovisionin Kurdistanwhosemain beneficiariesarethe patientsand
their familieswho will haveaccesgo the highestquality servicesandinnovativetreatmentshealthcarepersonnelvho will receivetraining to betterfulfill their specialisttasks The healthcare
systemin generalwill potentiallybenefitfrom theimprovedtechnologiesandupgradingof healthcarestructures

A Theltalianteamsvisited Kurdistanseveratimesto examinethe patients choosingthe groupsto betreatedn Italy andselectedhe doctorsto betrainedin Italian hospitals Severaworkshopsand
meetingshave beenheld with KRG GovernmentPrime Minister His Excellency NechirvanBarzani, Ministry of Health, Ministry High Education,GeneralDirectors of Health of Duhok,
SulaymaniyahErbil, Kirkuk discussinghe potentialwaysof improvingthe horizonsof coordinationandcooperation

The pilot projectaimsto improve local accesso medicaltreatmentfor major childhood diseasesacrosslraq, startingin the Kurdistan Region This initiative is placedwithin the general
frameworkof internationalcooperatiorrelationswith Italian NGOsestablishedvith Kurdistan,andproposeghe establishmenof anintegratechetworkof healthcarecenteran Kurdistan,linked
to highly specializedtalian hospitals capableof providing high-quality healthcareservices

The main challengesof healthcare planning can be summarized as

A Promoteexcellenceandrehabilitatehealthcarestructures

A Re-qualify humanresourceshroughcontinuedhigh-level trainingin medicalsciencesindhealthcarananagement
A Promotethe developmenanduseof newtechnologies

A Guarante@ndmonitorthe quality of healthcareservicesprovided



The first stageof the project 20062007
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As the first stepfor 2006 was decidedto startwith the treatmentof casesafflicted by congenitalheartdiseasesnd haemateoncologydiseasesvhich, following the physiciars selectionclinical
criteria, neededto receiveurgenttreatmentin Italy. The main objective of the cure activities carried out was to transferto Italy the more urgentand complicatedcases properly selected,and

simultaneouslystartup activitiesof clinical know-how transferthroughtraining, in Italian centersof excellencepf teamsof healthcarerofessionalsuchasdoctors,neurosesndtechniciansfo set
up asquickly aspossibleon-site diagnosticandtherapeutiactivities
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During the meetingheldin April 2006in Erbil betweernthe headsof paediatriccardiologydepartmentin Duhok Erbil, SulaymaniyatandKirkuk, andthe IME cardiologyandheartsurgeryproject
leaderi Prof. Alessandrdrrigiola - commoncriteriawere establishedo selectthe urgentcasesof childrenaffectedwith congenitalheartdiseaseso be transferredo Italy for heartsurgery As to
thalassemiandonccohematologicabtliseasesgdenticalmeetingsvereheldin Italy betweerKurdishandltalian headphysiciandrom IME to definethe selectioncriteriaof patientsandestablishthe

groundsfor a joint protocolfor certainOncoi Hematologicalpathologies The HLA typing for thalassemichildren startedin March 2006 Blood samplesrom families havebeensentto IME
laboratoriesn Italy to find compatibledonorsfor patientsrequiringbonemarrowtransplantation

Heevie,aslocal ONG hasprovideda decisivecontributeto the implementatiorof the whole projectby makingavailableits personnelalreadyactiveandwith largeexperiencen the regionfor the
fulfillment of otherhumanitariarprogramsio assurdahe organizatiorof all patientgroups departureo Italy. Acting in synergywith SIA for all local logistic mattersandsustainingravelings costs
andexpenses$or patienté$families,Heeviehasalsobeencommittedto the supportof familieswhile in Italy. Collaborationtook placewith manyhospitalsn Italy, asshownbelow:

A San Donato Hospital A San Raffaele Hospital

A Torino Hospital A Riuniti Hospital

A Siena Hospital A S. Orsola Hospital

A San Vincenzo Hospital A ApuanoPasquinucdiospital
A Meyer Hospital A Bambino Gesu Hospital

A San®rsola Hospital A Policlinico Umberto Hospital

A Policlinico San Donato Hospital A PoliclinicoTor VergataHospital



Clinical assessmendctivity and treatment of urgent casesn 20062007

BetweenJune2006 and December2007, six specialflights were organized,and over 4300 sick children were
clinically evaluatedwhile 281 childrenwith severeheart,oncologicaland Heamatologicatliseasesvere sentto
Italy to becured

From June 2006 to March 2007 many Italian professionalsMedical Teamsvisited Kurdistan The clinical
assessmeractivitieshavebeencarriedoutin cooperatiorwith local doctorswho attendedhetrainingon thejob
programgn ltalian centersof referencdinked in Med Child Network

1-Missions, 2006

1  CongenitaHeartDisease

1  OncoHaematologicaDiseasegLeukemia& Thalassemi®isease)
1  Clinical DiagnosticallyLaboratory

1  Ophthalmological

2-Missions, 2007

CongenitaHeartDisease
OncoHaematologica{Leukemia& Thalassemi®isease)
PaediatricSurgicalDiseases

Clinical DiagnosticallyLaboratory
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The secondstageof the project 20082014
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Onthe otherhand,upgradingof local healthcarestructurego allow surgicaloperationdo be performednside Kurdistanregionthroughregularvisits by specializedtalian medicalteamsandsuch
missionswill only be possibleif a suitablelocationfor the performanceof pediatricsurgeriess implementedpursuantto the IME-Med child expert®preliminary indicationsasto equipment,
personneblndinfrastructurd.e. includesanoperatingtheateran Intensivecareunit andhemodynamigoom

A preliminaryfeasibility planfor building a newhospitalspecializingin pediatricsvaspresentedT his hospitalshouldbe built within 3 to 4 years During the constructiorperiodthe physiciansand
otherpersonneshouldbenefitfrom thetrainingonthejob in Italy andin Kurdistanremaininganessentiabtepin the activationof the heartsurgeryprovisounit atal Amal Hospitalin Erbil.

As to this aspect,IME- Med child expertsin 2006 conductedive visits to the works site and provided consultancyservicesasto the inclusionof a dedicatedoperatingtheaterfor childrenand
requiredinfrastructureandstructureadjustments$o assurdunctionality of saidheartsurgeryunit accordingto the bestinternationaktandards

It is worth noticingthatthe projectincludedthe organizationakupportof Italian expertsfor the conclusionof the restructuringworks on the new cardiosurgeryunit at Erbil T Al Amal hospital
whichwill allow assoonaspossiblethe Italian teamto performin Kurdistansurgeryfor childrensufferingfrom CHD andthe startingof the trainingin loco of surgeonsnursesandotherhealthcare
personnelpeingthisavital stepto preparehe Kurdishhumanresourcesgor thefuture

In additionto al Amal Hospitalin Erbil, Heevie Organizationinvited a delegationof the Italian organizationsSIA and MED CHILD on February20, 2009 headedby Dr. llja Gardi and expert
hospitaldesignerssabrieleZingarettiand AndreaRagazzinjwho providedimportantguidanceo the Director Generalof Duhok Health,Dr. Abdullah Saeedin designingandplanningthe stagesof
constructionof the Azadi HeartCenterin Duhok, which wasunderthe supervisionof Ministry of Healthin Duhok Thosenew centersallowedto conducta pediatriccardiologydiagnosisprogram
treatmentindprovidehigh level healthservicedo childrenafflicted by heartdiseasesoveringthe wholeregionin cooperatiorwith theltalian networkof Hospitals

Sincetheyear2008till 2023 the Italian teamsconductechearly45 missionsin Kurdistanregion Thosemissionswereanopportunityto build the capacityof the local staff throughtrainingthemon
preparingthe patientsfor surgeriespostoperativefollow-up and care,intensivecare unit work, managingcomplicationsand performingdifferent medicaland surgicaloperation,in addition to
training doctorson echocardiogranm the Italian hospitals Worth to mentionthat all the visiting Italian medicaldelegationsince 2006 by Heevieare volunteersand provide free healthcareand
treatmenservicedo thelocal patientsvho arereceivingsuchservicesn both Kurdistanandltaly.



The Italian Missionsfrom 20082023

1- Missions15 March 2008

T
T
T
T

Congenital Heart Disease
Heamatological (Leukemia & Thalassemia Disease)
Neurosurgery

Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory

2-Missions 17 November 2008

T

T
T
T
T

Congenital Heart Disease

Heamatological (Leukemia & Thalassemia Disease)
Neurosurgery

Pediatric Surgery

Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory

3-Mission,20 February 2009

T

Congenital Heart Disease

4- Mission,1 May 2009

T

Congenital Heart Disease

5- Mission,24 June 2009

T

Congenital Heart Disease

6- Mission,22 January 201Q

)l

Congenital Heart Disease

7- Missions,16 April 2010

1
1
1
1

Congenital Heart Disease
Diagnostic Analysis Laboratory Team
Prenatal Diagnosis

Gynecologist Team

8- Mission,22 May 201Q

T

Congenital Heart Disease

9- Missions24 September201Q

i Microbiologist

il Chemical Clinical Analysis
1  Paediatric Neurological

1  Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory
10- Mission,21 October 2010

1  Congenital Heart Disease
11- Mission,20 November 201Q

1  Pediatric Surgery

12- Missions,14 May 2011

1  Microbiology

i Prenatal Diagnosis

1  Gynecological and Obstetric
1  Prenatal Diagnosis

13- Mission,8 June 2011

1  Congenital Heart Disease
14- Mission,1 June 2011

1  Orthopedic

15 Mission,16 October 2011

1  Congenital Heart Disease
16- Missions,14 November 2011

1  Pediatric Surgery

1  Plastic & Reconstructive Surgical
17- Mission,11 February 2012

1  Congenital Heart Disease
18 Mission,17 March 2012

1  Congenital Heart Disease

19- Mission,18 November 2012
1  Pediatric Surgery

20- Mission,12 January 2012

1  Congenital Heart Disease
21- Mission, 11 May 2012

1  Congenital Heart Disease
22- Mission,26 November 2013
1  Congenital Heart Disease
23- Mission,25 November 2013
1  Pediatric Surgery

24- Mission,15 February 2014
1  Congenital Heart Disease
25- Mission,2 May 2014

1  Congenital Heart Disease
26- Mission, 17 May 2014

1  Congenital Heart Disease
27- Mission,4 November 2022

1  Congenital Heart Disease
28- Mission,10 March 2023

1  Congenital Heart Disease



The results Achievementsof the project from 2006- 2023

1  What he accomplished during these years can be summarized in the following points:

1 5 @ Patients have been sent to Italy in cooperation with Italian Organizations.

1  835Patients operated by Italian Medical Teams in Kurdistan.

1 20,157Patients have been examined in Kurdistan by Italian Medical Teams and Local trainee Doctors.
1  90local medical Doctors trained in Italy in cooperation with Italian Organizations.

1  809local medical staff and Doctors trained on the job in Kurdistan by Italian Medical Teams.

1 353 Professional medical Italian work in Kurdistan several times.

Prof. Mario Messina, Dr. Gievanni Di M g

S

—Pr-Weil Joachim Cardiologi
™ TR,




Partnership Co-operation

\ e
v B —————

Speaker of the Kurdis{eiBRrlidment Ve A “President of Kurdistan Region Mr. Nec
Pinto, Miss. Bakshan Al %358 S - 4 Gardi, indi

2

Sincethe organization'foundingin 2006 manycooperationand partnershipagreementsvere concludedbetweenHeevieand
the governmentministriesof health,generaldirectoratef healthandinternationalorganizationgo treatpatientsanddevelop
the healthsectorin theregion,aswell asto completemanyprojectsandtheybecamepartnersvith Heeviesuchas

Bambini Cardiopaticinel MondoA.l1.C.I. ONLUS - (SanDonatoHospitatMilan) 1 Italy
CuoreFratelloOnlusi Italy

University Medical CardiovasculaCenterHamburg
SanVincenzoCardiacHospital, Taorminai Sicily i Italy

IME Foundation Mediterranearnstitute of Haematologyi Italy

Med Child InstituteFondaziond Italy

Italian Embassyi Baghdad

Italian Consulaté Erbil

AmericanEmbassy Baghdad

KurdistanRegionalGovernmeni Erbil

KurdistanRegionalGovernment Ministry of Healthi Erbil
DirectorateGeneralof Healthi Duhok

AssociazioneCulturaleltalia Kurdistan(A.C.1.K) 1 Italy
Associaziondniziative di SolidarietySIA) T Italy
EmergencyHospitalsvolunteers Italy-Tuscany

TuscanyRegion- SienaMunicipality T Italy

World HealthOrganizationn WHO

United NationsOffice for the Coordinationof HumanitariarAffairs T OCHA
FarmacéuticodMundii Spain

The DeutscheGesellschaftir InternationaleZusammenarbe({(GlZ)
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The Heevieorganizatiorhassignedcooperatioragreementand memorandumsf understandingvith variousinternationalorganizationsandagenciesuchasthe Italian SIA, IME, MEDCHILD,
Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo A.l.C.I. ONLUS, Cuore Fratello Onlus ,University Medical CardiovascularCenter Hamburg Germany, The Deutsche Gesellschaftfir Internationale

Zusammenarbe{iGlZ), World HealthOrganization,Farmacéuticodundi - Spain,andAmericanEmbassysupport,governmenfigenciesandvariousministries

Throughthis, Heeviehasimplementeda setof activitiesat differentlevelsof healthcare,whichincludeestablishingandrenewinghealthcarefacilities, traininghealthserviceprovidersandbuilding
their capacitiesproviding primary healthcarefor displacedpersonsandrefugeesproviding mentalhealthservicesand psychosociasupport,providing physicaltherapyand medicalrehabilitation
servicesandsupportinghealthfacilities, healthcentersandhospitalswith medicinesdevicesandmedicalsupplies Heeviesigningcooperatioragreementandmemorandumsf understandingvith

variousministries
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Mr. Simene'DisSanti, Italian Consul in Erbil, Miss. Bakshan-Alluhoki Heevie-Office A arante&mbas dor of Italy in Irag, Mr. Simone Di Santi, Italian Consul in in Erbil, Miss.
Bakshan Ali- Duhoki Heevie Office

Italian diplomatic agenciesat the level of the Italian Embassyin Baghdadandalsothe ConsulateGeneralin Erbil participatedin supportingthe projectsof the HeevieOrganization andthis

supportcontributedo bringing Italian expertiseo Kurdistan,andtraininglocal employeesespeciallyin thefield of treatingcongenitaheartdiseases

ra the Italian Consul in Erbil', Miss. Bakshan-ADuhoki Heevie Officé - / RG Minister of Health Dr. TahiHawramij onaPresident of (IME), Mr. KRG Minister of Heafth Dr. wran Mr. GiancarloAragonaAmbassador President of (IME)
5 erardoCaranteAmbassador of Italy in Iraq, @ bil MMawzadHadi -
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ja Gardi, Miss Baksh i " Miss Bakshan Ali, signed Cooperation agreement

The AmericanEmbassydirectly supportedmany of the Health projectsof the Heevie Organizationin the yearsfrom 2006to 2010aswell as Germanhumanitariaractorssuchasthe Deutsche
Gesellschaffir InternationaleZusammenarbeigiz), asthis agencyhassupportednanyprojectsof the Heevieorganizationduringthe previousyears The cooperatiorbetweerHeevieandCuore

Fratelloltalian associatiorsince2006led to performingsurgeriedor manychildrenaffectedby congenitaheartdiseaseavith the supportof CuoreFratella

tient sent to ltaly for treatment

x Varela Fortuna from GIZ,-Miss Bakshan Ali, signed Cooperation agreeme
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‘lnistry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr. Ali Saeed Mohammed, Ministry of Health Dr. / i =
kawtHama Rasheed, Governor of Erbil MrawzadHadi Dr. lja Gardi, Mr.HushyarAli Aziz,Miss Governor of Erbil MrNawzadHadi, Dr_llja &
| BakshanhAli ' k.3 .

Heeviehasalwaysshowngreatinterestin signingagreementandMoUs with local governmentagenciesepresentetyy the governoratesastheyaremainresponsibldor providingserviceshe

aim of thoseagreementsvasto strengtherandimprove healthservicesn Kurdistanandirag.

Governorsof the KurdistanRegion The governorsof Duhok, Erbil participatedn HeevieHealthactivitiesandsupportedheir projects



