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Background

Due to the policiesof the centralIraqi governmentsperpetratedduringthe 1900s andthe persecutionscarriedout againstthe Kurdish populationduringthe 1970s-1990s, the Kurdistanregionhas

sufferedgreatlyin all aspectsof life andin the sectorsof basicserviceprovision,includinghealth,educationandthe economy. The continuouswarsandthe prolongeduseof chemicalbombings

duringthe 80s and90s havecausedseriouspathologiesandlong-term effectson the exposedpopulationandincreasedtheonsetof geneticdiseaseswhich aregenerallyrarebut unfortunatelyvery

widespreadin theKurdistanregion,whereThereremainsa lackof skills andhealthcareinfrastructureneededto provideadequatecare.

The internalconflict in Iraq which brokeout in June2014with the conquestof Mosul by the armedgroupsof oppositionto the Iraqi regimeandthe armyof the Islamic Stateof Iraq (ISIS) has

causedoneof thelargestinternalexodusesof thepopulationto which hasneverbeenwitnessedin thehistoryof humanity: at themomentofficial sourcesreport1.8 million internalrefugeesin Iraq.

In the areaof the Duhok governorate(Iraqi Kurdistan Region) there are over five hundredthousandinternal refugeesout of a residentpopulationof approximatelysevenhundredthousand

inhabitants. 65% of thepopulationis under30yearsold.

Theareaof theDuhokgovernorate,which includesin additionto thecity of Duhokalsotheprovincesof Zakho, SemelandAmediye, on theborderswith SyriaandTurkey,hoststhelargestnumber

of internalrefugees,over five hundredthousand,out of a residentpopulationof approximatelyonemillion sevenhundredthousandinhabitants. This is becausethis is thegeographicalareaon the

borderswith SyriaandTurkey,wherethereligiousminoritiesreside,madeup of ChristiansandYazidis, persecutedby the Islamicarmy,or refugeesfrom nearbyMosul,Nineveh,Kirkuk andSyria,

opponentsof ISIS. Official datareportedby theUnitedNations.

Office for theCoordinationof HumanitarianAffairs (UN-OCHA) highlight thepersistenceof a serioushumanitariancrisisin theregion,which is expectedto showno signsof improvementin 2023,

dueto the ongoingcrisesin the areasneighboringIranian,TurkishandSyrianKurdistan,anddueto the impossibilityof internalrefugeesalreadypresentin the areato returnto their territoriesof

origin: mostof thevillagesof origin weredestroyedby ISIS andmanyterritoriesarestill mined. Furthermore,in manyareasof Iraq, securityis not guaranteedfor theethnicgroupsthathavebeen

subjectto persecutionby ISIS.
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Fig. 1 Severityof thehumanitariancrisis in Iraq andnumberof peoplein needby district

(from UN-OCHA 2022)

In suchcrisisconditions,thepresenceof disabilities,evenif slight, canhaveseriousand

devastatingrepercussionson the entire community, from a human,psychologicaland

social perspective. Since2005, the HeevieOrganization,in collaborationand with the

supportof severalinternationalorganizationsand agenciessuch as the World Health

OrganizationandItalian,German,SpanishandAmericanorganizations,hasimplemented

a seriesof activitiesat different levelsof healthcare,andin particularthecareof patients

sufferingfrom congenitaldiseases,theconstructionandrehabilitationof healthfacilities,

the training anddevelopmentof the skills of healthpersonnel,the provisionof primary

healthcareto internally displacedpersonsand refugees,the provisionof mentalhealth

and psychosocialsupport,providing physiotherapyand medical rehabilitationservices,

supportinghealthfacilities, healthcentersand public hospitalswith medicines,devices

andmedicalsupplies.

The area subject to the intervention is shown schematically in figure 1

During 2022-23, the activity continuedin the public health,socialandhumanitarianaid

sectors for refugees, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health of the

AutonomousRegionof Kurdistanandthe internationalorganizationspresentin thearea:

UNHCR,UNICEF, WHO.

The HEEVIE organizationhas in particular guaranteedfree, fair and indiscriminate

accessto carefor over ten thousandpeople- amongthe most vulnerablegroupsof the

population,regardlessof gender,religious,ethnicandsocialdifferences.

The users of the services provided are mostly displaced, refugees, indigent and

vulnerablepeople. In particular, free basic healthcarewas provided, free medicines,

psychiatricsupportservices,rehabilitationandphysiotherapyserviceswereprovidedin

fifteen IDPs camps in the areasof Nineveh, Erbil, Duhok as part of the ad hoc

coordinationtable establishedby UN - United NationsOffice for the Coordinationof

HumanitarianAffairs (UN-OCHA) in theIraqi AutonomousRegion.



The Story

Dr Iole Pinto and Miss  Bakshan Aziz

Thestoryof the friendshipbetweenan Italiananda Kurdishwomanfrom Iraq isonethat hasled to
a remarkableproject that hashelped the peopleof Kurdistan. It all beganin 1997, in the city of
Siena,in the centerof Italy, whereBakshan,a journalist from the Kurdishradio station in Baghdad,
and Iole Pinto, a physicistworkingon the environment,met by chance. Little did they know that
this chanceencounter would lead to a lifelong friendship and a project that would make a
differencein the livesof many.

Bakshan,a political refugeefrom Iraq cameto Italy in 1991after the SecondGulf War to liberate
Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation,under which it was imposed economicsanctionson Iraq to
2003.shewassellingwatercolorsto foreigntouristsShetoo wasa foreigner,but from a landthat at
the time hadno possibilityof return: Kurdistan. Asthey got to know eachother, Bakshanbeganto
sharethe stories of her homelandwith Iole. Shespokeof the strugglesand hardshipsthat the
peopleof Iraqi Kurdistanwere facing,particularlythe childrenwho were dyingin orphanagesdue
to hunger,cold,andneglect.

Movedby thesestories,Iole andBakshanfelt the needto do something,evenif it wasjust a small
gestureof solidarity towards the people of Kurdistan. Theysought the help of a friend, Vittorio
Meoni, who hadbeena partisanduringthe SecondWorld Warandwaslovedandrespectedin the
city of Siena. With hissupport,andthat of other friendsandfamilymembersfrom both sides,they
foundeda voluntaryassociationcalled'SolidarityInitiatives'in 1997.

Led by Dr. Iole Pinto and Ms. BakshanAli, the associationaimed to help the Kurdistanregion,
which wassufferingfrom the effectsof the SecondGulfWar and the economicblockadeimposed
by the central governmentof Iraq. Theproject was born out of a deep senseof empathyand a
desireto makea differencein the livesof thosewho weresuffering.

The association's first project was to provide aid to children in Iraqi Kurdistan. They collected donations and organized fundraising events to purchase food, clothing, and medicine for the 
children in orphanages. They also collaborated with local organizations in Kurdistan to provide educational and recreational activities for the children, In 1998 they entered Iraqi Kurdish 
territory for the first time from Qamishli, a Kurdish town in northern Syria, the only possible route for volunteers like them. The passage across the Syrian border was carried out by illegal 
immigrants on a small motor boat they carried the money they had laboriously collected in Italy tightly around.
In addition to the embargo and international bureaucracy, crossing the border on the Tigris also made the transport of bulky goods and humanitarian aid practically impossible. Hundreds 
of children died from simple untreated infections, because there were no doctors and health facilities , thousands of sick children that they met everywhere, in orphanages, on the streets, 
who asked to do something for them, children with blue lips, shortness of breath, born with malformed hearts, with faces deformed by harelips, children crippled and ankylosed, blind 
from mines or infections. There were no hospitals in Kurdistan, There were no doctors, The Kurds could not leave Kurdistan. Reading the pain on the faces of the mothers, a lot of them 
widows, the pain of helplessly witnessing the suffering of their sick children, after years of persecution, of escape under gas,of mines, of endless wars.

Since then they continued bringing aids to Social care centers for orphans of Duhok, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah and the refugee camps and villagesΧjust drops in the ocean, they knew that, 
but these drops were badly needed. 

The project has also helped to break the silence and raise awareness about the suffering of the Kurdish people, It has shown that even in the darkest of times the power of friendship and 
solidarity can bring about positive change It stands as a testament to the power of empathy and the impact that a small groupof dedicated individuals can have in creating a better world 
and bring about positive change in the world.

Then in 2003 the borders opened... Bakshan managed to organize treatment in Baghdad for some children with heart disease. The first interventions succeedΧ. But the journey to 
Baghdad is increasingly risky and difficult.



They begin the search in Italy for doctors willing to help us treat these children...at the beginning it wasn't easy. Finally, in 2005 they met organization IME (Dr. Ilja Gardi) and brave doctors from 

prestigious Italian pediatric hospitals and from the "CardiopathicChildren in the World" Association willing to help us treat our children that Bakshanhad continued to include in an ever-longer list.

From that moment on, initiatives to improve the care of children began and have never stopped, in collaboration with a network of Italian institutions and associations willing to collaborate on our 

projects: thanks to this network, thousands of children have been operated on in Kurdistan, and as many, which would not havebeen possible to operate in Kurdistan, weretransferred and treated in 

Italy and this was the reason for establishing the local organization Heeviein 2005 , and in cooperation with SIA NGO took the initiative to build up the first a data base for Congenital Heart Diseases 

patients in Kurdistan, the process of collecting all the necessary data has taken lot of time, following up with patients andcontacting their doctors and parents to update information on their current 

conditions to help out the patient and to set up plans for treatment. 

¶ Thedatabasewasthenpresentedto theItalian organizationsIME andMED CHILD to supporta projectto treatpediatricpatientsandtrain local staff. Heeviesucceededin signingthe2006-2007

pilot projectagreementwith theItalian organizationIME, SIA andMED CHILD to treatcongenitalheartdiseasespatientsin additionto otherdiseasessuchasblooddisorders. (Thalassemia)and

(Leukemia)- andmanycancerdiseases,pediatricsurgery,Urologicaldiseases,andcongenitalmalformationsin Italy andKurdistan,in additionto traininglocal medicalstaff.

¶ The generalmanagementof the projecthasbeenentrustedby IME, MedChild to the GovernmentCommissionerDr. Ilja Gardi - the Solidarity Initiatives (SIA) andHeeviearecommittedto

implementingtheprojectwithin theregion.

¶ Theresidentrepresentativeof theprojectin Kurdistanis theDirectorof HeevieOrg. Ms. BakhshanAli Aziz, who coordinatesall operationalaspectsof theprojectin closecooperationwith the

IME, SIA andMedChild Romeoffice.

ZewaCenter for syreetChildren



Actions undertaken and results

ÅOn the 5th of April 2006IME (Dr. Ilja Gardi) andKurdistanRegionalGovernmentPresident (NechirvanBarzani)signedandratified a Memorandumof Understanding(MoU) establishingthe

termsandconditionsof theCooperationactivitiesto be implementedto achieveaneffectiveandefficient healthcareservicesprovisionin Kurdistanwhosemainbeneficiariesarethepatientsand

their families who will haveaccessto the highestquality servicesandinnovativetreatments; healthcarepersonnelwho will receivetraining to betterfulfill their specialisttasks; The healthcare

systemin generalwill potentiallybenefitfrom theimprovedtechnologiesandupgradingof healthcarestructures.

ÅTheItalian teamsvisitedKurdistanseveraltimesto examinethepatients,choosingthegroupsto betreatedin Italy andselectedthedoctorsto betrainedin Italian hospitals. Severalworkshopsand

meetingshave beenheld with KRG GovernmentPrime Minister His ExcellencyNechirvanBarzani,Ministry of Health, Ministry High Education,GeneralDirectors of Health of Duhok,

Sulaymaniyah,Erbil, Kirkuk discussingthepotentialwaysof improvingthehorizonsof coordinationandcooperation.

The pilot project aims to improve local accessto medical treatmentfor major childhooddiseasesacrossIraq, starting in the KurdistanRegion. This initiative is placedwithin the general

frameworkof internationalcooperationrelationswith Italian NGOsestablishedwith Kurdistan,andproposestheestablishmentof anintegratednetworkof healthcarecentersin Kurdistan,linked

to highly specializedItalian hospitals,capableof providinghigh-quality healthcareservices.

The main challengesof healthcareplanning canbe summarizedas:

ÅPromoteexcellenceandrehabilitatehealthcarestructures

ÅRe-qualify humanresourcesthroughcontinuedhigh-level trainingin medicalsciencesandhealthcaremanagement

ÅPromotethedevelopmentanduseof newtechnologies

ÅGuaranteeandmonitorthequalityof healthcareservicesprovided

Kurdistan Regional Government PresidentNechirvan Barzani , prof. Ilja Gardi , Dr Iole Pinto and Miss  Bakshan Aziz



The first stageof the project 2006-2007

2007 one of the groups sent to Italy by special airplane Prof. Ilja Gardiand Dr.AbdulrahmanYounisMinister of Health

As the first stepfor 2006wasdecidedto startwith the treatmentof casesafflicted by congenitalheartdiseasesandhaemato-oncologydiseaseswhich, following the physicianôs selectionclinical

criteria, neededto receiveurgent treatmentin Italy. The main objectiveof the cure activities carriedout was to transferto Italy the more urgentand complicatedcases,properlyselected,and

simultaneouslystartup activitiesof clinical know-how transferthroughtraining, in Italian centersof excellence,of teamsof healthcareprofessionalssuchasdoctors,neurosesandtechnicians,to set

upasquickly aspossibleon-sitediagnosticandtherapeuticactivities.

During themeetingheld in April 2006in Erbil betweentheheadsof paediatriccardiologydepartmentsin Duhok, Erbil, SulaymaniyahandKirkuk, andthe IME cardiologyandheartsurgeryproject

leaderïProf. AlessandroFrigiola - commoncriteria wereestablishedto selectthe urgentcasesof childrenaffectedwith congenitalheartdiseasesto be transferredto Italy for heartsurgery. As to

thalassemiaandonco-hematologicaldiseases,identicalmeetingswereheldin Italy betweenKurdishandItalian headphysiciansfrom IME to definetheselectioncriteriaof patientsandestablishthe

groundsfor a joint protocol for certainOncoïHematologicalpathologies. The HLA typing for thalassemicchildrenstartedin March 2006. Blood samplesfrom families havebeensentto IME

laboratoriesin Italy to find compatibledonorsfor patientsrequiringbonemarrowtransplantation.

Heevie,aslocal ONG hasprovideda decisivecontributeto the implementationof thewholeprojectby makingavailableits personnel,alreadyactiveandwith largeexperiencein theregionfor the

fulfillment of otherhumanitarianprograms,to assuretheorganizationof all patientgroupôs departureto Italy. Acting in synergywith SIA for all local logistic mattersandsustainingtravelingôs costs

andexpensesfor patientsôfamilies,Heeviehasalsobeencommittedto thesupportof familieswhile in Italy. Collaborationtookplacewith manyhospitalsin Italy, asshownbelow:

ÅSan Donato Hospital ÅSan Raffaele Hospital

ÅTorino Hospital ÅRiuniti Hospital

ÅSiena Hospital ÅS. Orsola Hospital

ÅSan Vincenzo Hospital ÅApuanoPasquinucciHospital

ÅMeyer Hospital ÅBambino Gesù Hospital 

ÅSantΩOrsola Hospital ÅPoliclinico Umberto Hospital

ÅPoliclinico San Donato Hospital ÅPoliclinicoTor VergataHospital



Clinical assessmentactivity and treatment of urgent casesin 2006-2007

Dr.AlessandroGiambertiand Dr. HalkwatAli

2006 groups sent to Italyby special airplane

BetweenJune2006 and December2007, six specialflights were organized,and over 4300 sick children were

clinically evaluated,while 281childrenwith severeheart,oncologicalandHeamatologicaldiseasesweresentto

Italy to becured.

From June 2006 to March 2007 many Italian professionalsMedical Teamsvisited Kurdistan. The clinical

assessmentactivitieshavebeencarriedout in cooperationwith local doctorswho attendedthetrainingon thejob

programsin Italian centersof referencelinked in MedChild Network.

1-Missions,2006:

¶ CongenitalHeartDisease

¶ OncoHaematologicalDiseases(Leukemia& ThalassemiaDisease)

¶ Clinical DiagnosticallyLaboratory

¶ Ophthalmological

2-Missions,2007:

¶ CongenitalHeartDisease

¶ OncoHaematological(Leukemia& ThalassemiaDisease)

¶ PaediatricSurgicalDiseases

¶ Clinical DiagnosticallyLaboratory



The secondstageof the project 2008-2014

On theotherhand,upgradingof local healthcarestructuresto allow surgicaloperationsto beperformedinsideKurdistanregionthroughregularvisits by specializedItalian medicalteamsandsuch

missionswill only be possibleif a suitablelocation for the performanceof pediatricsurgeriesis implemented,pursuantto the IME-Med child expertsôpreliminary indicationsas to equipment,

personnelandinfrastructurei.e. includesanoperatingtheater,anIntensivecareunit andhemodynamicroom.

A preliminaryfeasibilityplanfor building a newhospitalspecializingin pediatricswaspresented. This hospitalshouldbebuilt within 3 to 4 years. During theconstructionperiodthephysiciansand

otherpersonnelshouldbenefitfrom thetrainingon thejob in Italy andin Kurdistanremaininganessentialstepin theactivationof theheartsurgeryprovisounit at al Amal Hospitalin Erbil.

As to this aspect,IME- Med child expertsin 2006conductedfive visits to the works site andprovidedconsultancyservicesas to the inclusionof a dedicatedoperatingtheaterfor childrenand

requiredinfrastructureandstructureadjustmentsto assurefunctionalityof saidheartsurgeryunit accordingto thebestinternationalstandards.

It is worth noticing that the project includedthe organizationalsupportof Italian expertsfor the conclusionof the restructuringworks on the new cardiosurgeryunit at Erbil ïAl Amal hospital

which will allow assoonaspossibletheItalian teamto performin Kurdistansurgeryfor childrensufferingfrom CHD andthestartingof thetrainingin loco of surgeons,nursesandotherhealthcare

personnel,beingthisa vital stepto preparetheKurdishhumanresourcesfor thefuture.

In addition to al Amal Hospital in Erbil, HeevieOrganizationinvited a delegationof the Italian organizationsSIA andMED CHILD on February20, 2009, headedby Dr. Ilja Gardi andexpert

hospitaldesignersGabrieleZingarettiandAndreaRagazzini, who providedimportantguidanceto theDirectorGeneralof DuhokHealth,Dr. AbdullahSaeed,in designingandplanningthestagesof

constructionof the Azadi HeartCenterin Duhok,which wasunderthesupervisionof Ministry of Healthin Duhok.Thosenewcentersallowedto conducta pediatriccardiologydiagnosisprogram

treatmentandprovidehigh level healthservicesto childrenafflictedby heartdiseasescoveringthewholeregionin cooperationwith theItalian networkof Hospitals.

Sincetheyear2008till 2023, theItalian teamsconductednearly45 missionsin Kurdistanregion. Thosemissionswereanopportunityto build thecapacityof the local staff throughtrainingthemon

preparingthe patientsfor surgeries,post-operativefollow-up and care,intensivecareunit work, managingcomplicationsand performingdifferent medicalandsurgicaloperation,in addition to

trainingdoctorson echocardiogramin the Italian hospitals. Worth to mentionthat all the visiting Italian medicaldelegationssince2006by Heeviearevolunteersandprovidefree healthcareand

treatmentservicesto thelocalpatientswhoarereceivingsuchservicesin bothKurdistanandItaly.



1- Missions,15 March 2008: 

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

¶ Heamatological(Leukemia & Thalassemia Disease)

¶ Neurosurgery

¶ Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory

2-Missions,17 November 2008:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

¶ Heamatological(Leukemia & Thalassemia Disease)

¶ Neurosurgery

¶ Pediatric Surgery

¶ Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory

3-Mission,20 February 2009:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

4- Mission,1 May 2009:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

5- Mission,24 June 2009:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

6- Mission,22 January 2010:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

7- Missions,16 April 2010:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

¶ Diagnostic Analysis Laboratory Team

¶ Prenatal Diagnosis

¶ Gynecologist Team

8- Mission,22 May 2010:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

9- Missions,24 September 2010:

¶ Microbiologist 

¶ Chemical Clinical Analysis 

¶ Paediatric Neurological

¶ Clinical Diagnostically Laboratory

10- Mission,21 October 2010:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

11- Mission,20 November 2010:

¶ Pediatric Surgery

12- Missions,14 May 2011:

¶ Microbiology

¶ Prenatal Diagnosis

¶ Gynecological and Obstetric

¶ Prenatal Diagnosis

13- Mission,8 June 2011:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

14- Mission,1 June 2011:

¶ Orthopedic

15- Mission,16 October 2011:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

16- Missions,14 November 2011:

¶ Pediatric Surgery

¶ Plastic & Reconstructive Surgical

17- Mission,11 February 2012:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

18- Mission,17 March 2012:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

19- Mission,18 November 2012:

¶ Pediatric Surgery

20- Mission,12 January 2012:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

21- Mission,11 May 2012:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

22- Mission,26 November 2013:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

23- Mission,25 November 2013:

¶ Pediatric Surgery

24- Mission,15 February 2014:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

25- Mission,2 May 2014:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

26- Mission,17 May 2014:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

27- Mission,4 November 2022:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

28- Mission,10 March 2023:

¶ Congenital Heart Disease

The Italian Missionsfrom 2008-2023



The resultsAchievementsof the project from 2006- 2023

¶ What he accomplished during these years can be summarized in the following points:

¶ 540 Patients have been sent to Italy in cooperation with Italian Organizations.

¶ 835 Patients operated by Italian Medical Teams in Kurdistan. 

¶ 20,157 Patients have been examined in Kurdistan by Italian Medical Teams and Local trainee Doctors.

¶ 90 local medical Doctors trained in Italy in cooperation with Italian Organizations.

¶ 809 local medical staff and Doctors trained on the job in Kurdistan by Italian Medical Teams.

¶ 353 Professional medical Italian work in Kurdistan several times.

Prof. Alessandro Frigiola and Mr.Marco Di Terlizzi Dr. Mario CarminatiCardiologist

Dr. Innocenzo Bianca Cardiologist San Vincenzo Hospital, Taormina-Sicily Prof. Guido Lucarelli Mediterranean Institute of Hematology, Rome Dr. Weil Joachim Cardiologist Hamburg Germany

Prof. Mario Messina, Dr. Giovanni Di Maggio



Partnership Co-operation

President of Iraq Dr. Barham Salih, Dr. Ilja Gardi, Dr. Iole Pinto, 

Mr. Sardar Ali Aziz 

President of Kurdistan Region Mr. Nechirvan Barzani, Dr. Ilja 

Gardi, Dr. Ali Sindi

Italian Medical Mission Erbil - Kurdistan

Speaker of the Kurdistan Parliament Mr. Adnan Al-Mufti, Dr. Iole 

Pinto, Miss. Bakshan Ali

Sincethe organization'sfoundingin 2006, manycooperationandpartnershipagreementswereconcludedbetweenHeevieand

the government,ministriesof health,generaldirectoratesof healthandinternationalorganizationsto treatpatientsanddevelop

thehealthsectorin theregion,aswell asto completemanyprojectsandtheybecamepartnerswith Heeviesuchas:

Å BambiniCardiopaticinelMondoA.I.C.I. ONLUS - (SanDonatoHospital-Milan) ïItaly

Å CuoreFratelloOnlusïItaly

Å UniversityMedicalCardiovascularCenterHamburg

Å SanVincenzoCardiacHospital,TaorminaïSicily ïItaly

Å IME Foundation- MediterraneanInstituteof HaematologyïItaly

Å Med Child InstituteFondazioneïItaly

Å Italian EmbassyïBaghdad

Å Italian ConsulateïErbil

Å AmericanEmbassyïBaghdad

Å KurdistanRegionalGovernmentïErbil

Å KurdistanRegionalGovernment/ Ministry of HealthïErbil

Å DirectorateGeneralof HealthïDuhok

Å AssociazioneCulturaleItalia Kurdistan(A.C.I.K) ïItaly

Å AssociazioneIniziative di Solidarietà(SIA) ïItaly

Å EmergencyHospitalsvolunteers- Italy-Tuscany

Å TuscanyRegion- SienaMunicipalityïItaly

Å World HealthOrganizationïWHO

Å UnitedNationsOffice for theCoordinationof HumanitarianAffairs ïOCHA

Å FarmacéuticosMundiïSpain

Å TheDeutscheGesellschaftfür InternationaleZusammenarbeit(GIZ)



KRG Minister of Health Dr. SamanBarzanji, Dr. Bewar Tahir Heevie General Manager
Iraqi Minister of Health Dr. MajeedHamadAmin, Dr. Tahir HawramiKRG 

Minister of Health, Dr. Ilja Gardi, Miss BakshanAli

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr. Ali Saeed Mohammed, KRG 

Minister of Health Dr. RekawtHama Rasheed, Dr. Ilja Gardi, Miss Bakshan Ali

KRG Minister of Health Dr.AbdulrahmanYounes with the italian Delegation in Workshop 

2008 Erbil
KRG Minister of Health Dr. Tahir Hawrami, Dr. Iole Pinto, Miss. Bakshan Ali, Dr. HalkwatAli

KRG Minister of Health Dr.AbdulrahmanYounes , Dr. Ali Sindi with the italian Delegation 

in Press conference 2008 Erbil

TheHeevieorganizationhassignedcooperationagreementsandmemorandumsof understandingwith variousinternationalorganizationsandagenciessuchasthe Italian SIA, IME, MEDCHILD,

Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo A.I.C.I. ONLUS, Cuore Fratello Onlus ,University Medical CardiovascularCenter Hamburg Germany, The DeutscheGesellschaftfür Internationale

Zusammenarbeit(GIZ), World HealthOrganization,FarmacéuticosMundi - Spain,andAmericanEmbassysupport,governmentagenciesandvariousministries.

Throughthis,Heeviehasimplementeda setof activitiesat differentlevelsof healthcare,which includeestablishingandrenewinghealthcarefacilities, traininghealthserviceprovidersandbuilding

their capacities,providingprimaryhealthcarefor displacedpersonsandrefugees,providingmentalhealthservicesandpsychosocialsupport,providingphysicaltherapyandmedicalrehabilitation

services,andsupportinghealthfacilities,healthcentersandhospitalswith medicines,devicesandmedicalsupplies. Heeviesigningcooperationagreementsandmemorandumsof understandingwith

variousministries.



KRG Minister of Health Dr. Tahir Hawrami, Mr. Giancarlo AragonaPresident of (IME), Mr. 

Gerardo CaranteAmbassador of Italy in Iraq, Governor of Erbil Mr. NawzadHadi

Mr. Simone Di Santi, Italian Consul in Erbil, Miss. Bakshan Ali - Duhok ïHeevie Office Mr. Gerardo CaranteAmbassador of Italy in Iraq, Mr. Simone Di Santi, Italian Consul in in Erbil, Miss. 

Bakshan Ali - Duhok ïHeevie Office

Italian diplomaticagenciesat the level of the Italian Embassyin Baghdadandalsothe ConsulateGeneralin Erbil participatedin supportingthe projectsof the HeevieOrganization,andthis

supportcontributedto bringingItalian expertiseto Kurdistan,andtraininglocal employees,especiallyin thefield of treatingcongenitalheartdiseases.

Mr. Michele CamerotaItalian Consul in Erbil, Miss. Bakshan Ali ïDuhok ïHeevie Office

Dr.CarmeloFicarra the Italian Consul in Erbil , Miss. Bakshan Ali - Duhok ïHeevie Office KRG Minister of Health Dr. Tahir Hawrami, Mr. Giancarlo AragonaAmbassador - President of (IME) -

Erbil



Minister of Health Dr.AbdulrahmanYounis, Representative of the Office of 

Provincial Affairs U.S Embassy Mr. Jim Heller ,Dr. Ilja Gardi, Miss Bakshan Ali Mr. Felix Varela Fortuna from GIZ, Miss Bakshan Ali, signed Cooperation agreement

Mr. Felix Varela Fortuna from GIZ, Miss Bakshan Ali, signed Cooperation agreement
American Minister of Health Mr.SecretaryMichael with patient sent to Italy for treatment

Mr.Stephen Barne by Duhok Governorate action office- Regional Construction 

Team RRT, and Mr. Madison Conoly, Public diplomacy officer, DOH Duhok Dr. 

Abdullah Saeed , Miss Bakshan Ali

Cuore Fratello Onlus ïMilan -Italy receives the patients from Kurdistan 

The AmericanEmbassydirectly supportedmanyof the Healthprojectsof the HeevieOrganizationin the yearsfrom 2006to 2010aswell asGermanhumanitarianactorssuchasthe Deutsche

Gesellschaftfür InternationaleZusammenarbeit(giz), asthis agencyhassupportedmanyprojectsof theHeevieorganizationduringthepreviousyears. ThecooperationbetweenHeevieandCuore

FratelloItalian associationsince2006led to performingsurgeriesfor manychildrenaffectedby congenitalheartdiseasewith thesupportof CuoreFratello.



Governor of Duhok Mr. Tamer Ramadan, DOH Duhok Dr. Abdullah Saeed, Dr. Ilja Gardi
Governor of Duhok Mr. Tamer Ramadan, DOH Duhok Dr. Abdullah Saeed, Dr. Innocenzo Bianca

Governor of Erbil Mr. NawzadHadi, Dr. Ilja Gardi, Mr. Sardar Ali Aziz
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr. Ali Saeed Mohammed, Ministry of Health Dr. 

RekawtHama Rasheed, Governor of Erbil Mr. NawzadHadi, Dr. Ilja Gardi, Mr. HushyarAli Aziz,Miss

Bakshan Ali
Governor of Duhok Dr. Ali Tatar, Miss Bakshan lay the foundation stone for Galavezh Center

Governor of Duhok Mr. Tamer Ramadan, DOH Duhok Dr. Abdullah Saeed, Italian Medical Mission - Duhok

Heeviehasalwaysshowngreatinterestin signingagreementsandMoUs with local governmentagenciesrepresentedby thegovernorates,astheyaremainresponsiblefor providingservicesthe

aim of thoseagreementswasto strengthenandimprovehealthservicesin KurdistanandIraq.

Governorsof theKurdistanRegion: Thegovernorsof Duhok,Erbil participatedin HeevieHealthactivitiesandsupportedtheirprojects.


