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Total Number of Direct Beneficiaries: 3,322 individuals

1. Projects and Activities

1. Project: Treating Patients and Training  Local Medical Staff (in cooperation with Italian  organizations)

Heevie continues to strengthen its partnership with leading Italian hospitals and medical institutions to ensure specialized treatment for patients and ongoing professional development for local 

healthcare staff.

Á 1 patients with  congenital heart disease traveled for cardiac surgery at San Donato Hospital in Milan .

Á 1 hematology patient continues to receive advanced treatment at IRCCS Burlo  Garofolo Hospital in Trieste, Italy .

Á 10 patients underwent surgical operations during medical mission conducted in the Kurdistan  Region.

Á 3 Doctors Participate training  at San Donato Hospital in Milan .

2. Project: Registering and Examining Children with  Congenital Heart Diseases

During this reporting period, a total of 32 children were examined and registered as part of Heevie ongoing program for early detection and referral of congenital heart disease cases.

3. Project: Physiotherapy and Medical Rehabilitation Services for People with  Special Needs

Heevie provided 1,689 physiotherapy sessions, supporting individuals with disabilities and those requiring rehabilitation therapy to improve mobility and daily functioning.

4. Project: Heevie Center For Sports Activities, Physiotherapy And Medical Rehabilitation For Yazidi IDP Women And Children ï Shariya Camp, Duhok Governorate

Heevie provided 1,596 Sports Activities, Physiotherapy And Medical Rehabilitation aimed at enhancing both the physical and mental well-being of Yazidi women and children residing in 

Shariya Camp.

5. Establishment of the Galavezh Center for Pediatric Hemato-Oncological Diseases ï Duhok Governorate

Heevie continues the establishment of this specialized medical center, which aims to provide diagnostic, treatment, and follow-up care services for children suffering from hematological and 

oncological diseases.

6. Heevie Medicines Supply Support Project for IDP Camps and Public Health Facilities ï Duhok Governorate
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During February, Heevie Organization continued its humanitarian and medical mission to support vulnerable populations in the Kurdistan  Region of Iraq  through life-saving medical care, 

rehabilitation  services. A key focus of the month was the treatment of children with  congenital heart diseases and incurable illnesses, implemented in close cooperation with  specialized Italian  

hospitals and medical partners in Italy .

In  parallel, Heevie sustained its physiotherapy and medical rehabilitation  services through its two specialized centers, providing  essential support to people with  disabilities, individuals with 

special needs, and Yazidi women and children in IDP camps. These services aimed to improve physical mobility,  functional independence, and overall mental well-being.

Heevie also continued to provide primary  health care services in several IDP camps in Duhok Governorate, delivering medical consultations, maternal and child health services to displaced 

families. However, January marked the final  month of Heevieôs direct support to IDP camps, following the cessation of funding from international  organizationsðbringing to a close more than 

a decade of continuous assistance since 2014.

Despite these challenges, Heevie remained committed to maintaining high-quality  medical services and advancing long-term healthcare solutions, including the ongoing establishment of the 

Galavezh Center for Pediatric Hemato-Oncological Diseases in Duhok.

Total Number of Direct Beneficiaries during February: 3,322 individuals

Introduction  ï February



Human resources and staff

Galavezh Center Physiotherapy Center 

Where we work

Total: 31

17 Male 

 14 Female

Å10 Administration and management 

staff

Å1 Engineer

Å3 Doctors 

Å7 Physiotherapist

Å10  Service Staff

Shariya Physiotherapy Center 



In order to give the children a chance to have a normal life and to ensuring that children in Kurdistan receive the essential medical treatment they need, Heevie in a collaboration with Associazione Iniziative 

di Solidariet¨ ODV and various humanitarian agencies and hospitals in Italy, has become a vital lifeline for many young patients, granting them access to specialized medical care that may be unavailable in 

their home region.

The objective of this collaboration not only to provide immediate medical assistance to children in need but also to equip local healthcare staff with the necessary training and expertise. By collaborating with 

expert teams from Italy, local medical professionals can enhance their skills, leading to improved healthcare outcomes in the long term.

In year 2026, Heevie continued to cooperate with the following organizations:

Á Cuore Fratello ï ETS :

Heevie and Cuore Fratello ï ETS with SIA Join Forces to Provide Life-Saving Heart Care for Children in Kurdistan For children suffering congenital heart disease in Kurdistan, Since 2006, Cuore Fratello 

ï ETS, in partnership with Heevie, has been working tirelessly to provide crucial medical care.

Cuore Fratello ï ETS is a foundation that embraces the cause of the right to health of the weakest, and is committed to concretely guaranteeing this right first of all to children, with particular attention to 

those with heart disease in developing countries Partnering with the renowned San Donato Hospital in Milan, they established a program that brings children to Italy to undergo life-saving operations.

The impact of this partnership has been profound. From 2006 to 2025, a remarkable 103 patients with congenital heart disease have been treated at San Donato Hospital thanks to Cuore Fratello ï ETS. 

This year, the commitment remains unwavering. Cuore Fratello and Heevie are continuing their vital work, selecting 10 children with congenital heart diseases for treatment in Italy. These young patients 

will receive advanced medical attention aimed at improving their health outcomes and offering them a brighter future free from the constraints of their condition.

Á IRCCS Istituto  Giannina Gaslini :

This vital project is part of Heevie's ongoing commitment to enhance pediatric cardiac care by providing specialized medical services to children who often face limited access to advanced heart surgeries. 

CHD is a significant health challenge worldwide, and access to timely and appropriate surgical intervention can dramatically improve the health and overall quality of life for affected children.

The cooperation agreement signed in 2024 for a peroied of two years between Heevie, with IRCCS Istituto Giannina Gaslini, and  SIA to organized two a special medical missions in year  to bring life-saving 

surgeries to children suffering from congenital heart diseases (CHD) in the Kurdistan Region. 

The success of this mission hinges on strong collaboration. Heevie, working alongside its Italian partners, has joined forces with the Kurdistan Region's Ministry of Health and the General Directorate of 

Health in Duhok. This collaborative effort ensures the seamless organization and execution of the medical mission, allowing for the identification and treatment of children in need.

It's worth to mention that a successfully two mission was  carried out in 2025.

Á Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo Association :

The Enduring Partnership Between Heevie and Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo extend for over a decade, beginning in 2008,  (in addition to the participation of other organizations) many missions have been 

accomplished in Kurdistan and many congenital heart diseases  children's have been treated at the San donato Hospital in Milan

Beyond providing immediate medical care, the partnership has recognized the critical importance of sustainable solutions.

 A significant component of their work involves a comprehensive program dedicated to training local medical staff, both in Italy and Kurdistan. This investment in the future ensures that the region gains the 

expertise and resources necessary to continue providing high-quality cardiac care for generations to come.

The success of this enduring collaboration is a Shared Vision Between  Heevie and Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo share a fundamental belief in the right of every child to access quality healthcare, 

regardless of their location or socioeconomic background.

Heevie Cooperation 



Á IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, Trieste:

In collaboration aimed at improving the lives of children with complex medical needs, IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, a leading children's hospital, is partnering with Heevie and SIA to provide specialized 

healthcare services to children in Iraqi Kurdistan. This cooperation began with the signing of an agreement in 2024 for a period of two years, In addition to training program for doctors and medical staff  

by accompany the patients in this treatment process in Italy and as a result, two sick children were sent to undergo a bone marrow transplant operation. 

IRCCS Burlo Garofolo is committing to providing specialized services designed to treat complex clinical cases that are often beyond the scope of treatment available in Iraqi Kurdistan. This collaboration 

encompasses a wide array of medical specialties, bringing expertise and resources to areas where they are critically needed.

The breadth of the collaboration is impressive, covering crucial areas like:

Å Bone marrow transplants: Offering renewed chances at recovery for children with blood diseases.

Å Oncology: Providing advanced treatment for pediatric cancers.

Å Neuropsychiatry: Addressing neurological and psychiatric conditions in children.

Å Rare diseases: Bringing expertise to diagnose and manage rare pediatric conditions.

Å Allergology: Diagnosing and treating allergies and related conditions.

Å Orthopedics: Providing specialized orthopedic care for children with musculoskeletal issues.

Å Functional rehabilitation: Helping children regain function and independence after illness or injury.

Å Metabolic pathologies: Addressing metabolic disorders affecting children.

Å Pediatric surgery: Offering advanced surgical interventions for various pediatric conditions.

Å Neonatology: Providing specialized care for newborns, particularly those with complex medical needs.

This year, Four children experiencing severe hearing loss have been selected to receive life-changing cochlear implant surgery. This surgery promises to restore their hearing by directly stimulating the 

auditory nerve. Following the procedure, these children will  embark on a comprehensive rehabilitation program, including speech therapy and auditory training, to help them effectively adapt to their 

newfound hearing abilities. 

Furthermore, two patients have been nominated to receive bone marrow transplants, offering them a significant chance at recovery and improved well-being. 

Á Cooperation with  the Chinese Consulate  

Heevie Organization collaborated with the Chinese Consulate to support the Heevie Center for Sports Activities and Physical Rehabilitation for Yazidi IDP Women and Children ï Shariya Camp, 

Duhok Governorate.

Heevie Cooperation 



1. Project: Treating Patients and Training the Local Medical staff in cooperation with Italian organizations

Since its inception in 2005, Heevie Organization has adopted a comprehensive approach to healthcare, combining the treatment of diverse medical conditionsðparticularly childhood diseases, including complex cases such as 

congenital heart disease (CHD), onco-hematological diseases (leukemia and thalassemia), pediatric surgical conditions, ear, nose, and throat  (ENT) disorders, and urological diseasesðwith the strategic training of local medical 

personnel. This multifaceted initiative reflects Heevieôs strong and sustained commitment to strengthening healthcare infrastructure across the region.

The initiative has been implemented in close collaboration with several highly respected Italian medical and humanitarian organizations. Through these efforts, (507) patients received advanced medical treatment in Italy, while (876) 

patients underwent surgical operations performed by highly qualified Italian medical teams in the Kurdistan  Region of Iraq  (KRI) . Equally important has been Heevieôs emphasis on capacity building. A total of (96) doctors were 

trained in Italy, acquiring advanced skills and practical experience to be applied within their professional practice upon return. Additionally,( 926) local doctors and medical personnel benefited from continuous on-the-job training 

provided by Italian medical teams in Kurdistan, ensuring the immediate application of newly acquired skills and contributing to sustainable improvements in healthcare service delivery throughout the region.

Congenital heart disease represents a significant global health challenge, affecting countless children worldwide. In Iraq, the need for specialized cardiac treatment is particularly acute. The Heevie CHD Program addresses this 

critical issue by facilitating regular medical missions carried out by expert Italian cardiac teams. These specialists not only perform surgical and interventional procedures but also transfer knowledge and expertise to local medical 

facilities, empowering Iraqi healthcare providers through hands-on training and professional mentorship.

The program adopts an integrated treatment approach. In addition to providing direct surgical interventions during field visits, Heevie coordinates the transfer of complex cases to specialized 

hospitals in Italy for advanced care. This dual approach ensures that children from various Iraqi governorates receive timely, appropriate, and individualized treatment.

The Heevie CHD Program has been continuously implemented since 2005. Over the past nineteen years, a total of 11,268 CHD patients have been recorded in the Heevie database. During this 

period, the number of surgical operations performed by Italian medical teams for congenital heart anomalies in the Kurdistan Region is (556), while the number of children transferred to Italy to 

receive treatment and surgical interventions reached (321) operations.

Å In this month, (1) patient with  congenital heart disease were referred to Italy  and for cardiac surgery at San Donato Hospital in Milan  ,(1) hematology patient continues to receive 

advanced treatment at IRCCS Burlo  Garofolo Hospital in Trieste, Italy  and (10) CHD patients underwent surgical operations during medical mission conducted in the Kurdistan  

Region.



2026 First Italian Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Mission from IRCCS Istituto  Giannina Gaslini, Genoa, in Duhok Governorate (7ï15 February): A Life -Saving Initiative

Mission

Heevie Organization continues the implementation of the Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Program in close cooperation with its Italian medical partners, the Ministry of Health , and the General Directorate 

of Health in Duhok Governorate, with the generous support of His Excellency Mr. Nechirvan Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Region.

In line with its long-standing humanitarian mandate to support children affected by congenital heart diseases (CHD), Heevie Organization remains committed to delivering specialized pediatric cardiac 

care. This vital program has been actively implemented since 2005, contributing significantly to saving childrenôs lives and strengthening the regional healthcare system.

Within this framework, an Italian medical team specialized in pediatric cardiac surgery from IRCCS Istituto  Giannina Gaslini, Genoa, has arrived in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq to provide advanced 

cardiac care for children with CHD. This humanitarian mission represents a continuation of Heevie Organizationôs sustained efforts to enhance access to specialized healthcare through international medical 

cooperation.

The mission is implemented under a formal cooperation agreement between Heevie Organization, Associazione Iniziative di Solidariet¨ ODV (SIA), IRCCS Istituto  Giannina Gaslini, and the 

General Directorate of Health in Duhok Governorate. All medical activities are being carried out at the Azadi Cardiac Center in Duhok.

The visiting Italian team consists of six highly specialized professionals in pediatric cardiac surgery and interventional hemodynamics. The mission will span eight days, during which the team will deliver 

both surgical interventions and advanced diagnostic services.
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# Names Profession Gender

1 FRANCESCO SANTORO HEART SURGEON M

2 ELENA RIBERA HEART SURGEON F

3 RICCARDO MOSCHETTI ICU Doctor M

4 GIADA BOGGI OR Nurse F

5 HASAN ISMAIL MAHMOUD EMAR ANESTHESIST M

6 AHMAD HASAN MOHAMMAD AJAYEB ICU NURSE M

The members of the medical team

Outcome of the Mission

Á Performed 10 pediatric cardiac surgical interventions for children with complex congenital heart 

conditions.

Á Examined 24 pediatric patients, assess their medical conditions, and register eligible cases on the waiting 

list for future surgical missions.

Á Identified children with particularly complex cardiac conditions who required referral to Italy for 

advanced treatment when clinically indicated.

Á Provided hands-on training  and capacity building  to 30 local medical staff through direct 

collaboration, contributing to the strengthening of local technical capacities in pediatric cardiac surgery.

This mission forms part of Heevie Organizationôs comprehensive healthcare strategy, which integrates 

direct medical service delivery with structured capacity building  and continuous training of local 

healthcare professionals. Heevieôs medical interventions have consistently focused on complex and life-

threatening conditions, including congenital heart diseases, onco-hematological disorders (leukemia and 

thalassemia), pediatric surgical conditions, ENT disorders, and urological diseases.
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Today, 7 February 2026, the Italian medical team was welcomed by Dr. Alaa Salem, Director of Azadi Heart Center. Following the reception, the team began clinical examinations of pediatric 

patients and prepared a preliminary schedule for potential surgical interventions planned for the coming week.

A total of 23 pediatric patients were examined, with the active participation of the local medical team, including Dr. Sardar Ghazi, Dr. Chimen Mohammed, and Dr. Sinan Yousif.

The visit was also attended by the Director of Heevie Organization, Ms. Bakshan Ali, who followed up on the medical activities and met with the visiting team to review progress and coordination.

Further patient assessments and the finalization of surgical cases will continue in the coming days.

The medical activities were covered by representatives from three television channelsðRudaw, Ava, and GAVð, who documented the consultations and interviewed members of the medical team.

Day One : 7 February 2026
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Day Two : 8 February 2026

First Case of Operation

Name : Iqbal Barakat Qinni

Diagnosis : Large ASD with Short rims 

and nasty aneurysmal membrane

D.o.B : 9.9.2013

Gender : Female 

Adress : Duhok - Essian Camp 

Weight : 33 Kg

Height : 146 cm


