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Total Number of Direct Beneficiaries: 3,525 individuals

1. Projects andActivities

1. Project: Treating Patientsand Training Local Medical Staff (in cooperationwith Italian organizations)

Heeviecontinuesto strengthenits partnershipwith leadingItalian hospitalsandmedicalinstitutionsto ensurespecializedtreatmentfor patientsandongoingprofessionaldevelopmentfor local

healthcarestaff.

Á 3 patientswith congenitalheartdiseasetraveledfor cardiacsurgeryat OspedaledelCuore(HeartHospital)in Massa.

Á 1 Patientwith CongenitalHeartDiseaseSuccessfullyOperatedat SanDonatoHospitalandReturnedHome.

Á 1 hematologypatientcontinuesto receiveadvancedtreatmentat IRCCSBurlo GarofoloHospitalin Trieste,Italy.

2. Project: Registeringand Examining Children with Congenital Heart Diseases

During this reportingperiod,a total of 5 childrenwereexaminedandregisteredaspartof Heevieongoingprogramfor earlydetectionandreferralof congenitalheartdiseasecases.

3. Project: Physiotherapyand Medical Rehabilitation Servicesfor Peoplewith SpecialNeeds

Heevieprovided1,792physiotherapysessions,supportingindividualswith disabilitiesandthoserequiringrehabilitationtherapyto improvemobility anddaily functioning.

4. Project: HeevieCenter For SportsActivities, PhysiotherapyAnd Medical Rehabilitation For Yazidi IDP WomenAnd Children ïShariya Camp, Duhok Governorate

Heevieprovided1,723 SportsActivities, PhysiotherapyAnd Medical Rehabilitationaimedat enhancingboth the physicaland mentalwell-being of Yazidi womenand children residingin

ShariyaCamp.

5. Establishment of the GalavezhCenter for Pediatric Hemato-OncologicalDiseasesïDuhok Governorate

Heeviecontinuesthe establishmentof this specializedmedicalcenter,which aimsto providediagnostic,treatment,andfollow-up careservicesfor childrensufferingfrom hematologicaland

oncologicaldiseases.
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Introduction ïApril

During April, HeevieOrganization continued its humanitarian and medical missionto support vulnerable populations acrossthe Kurdistan Regionof Iraq . Through the provision of

life-savingmedical careand rehabilitation services,the organization remained committed to improving the health and well-being of thosemost in need.

A key focusthroughout the month wasthe treatment of children suffering from congenitalheart diseasesand other complex,life-threatening conditions. Theseefforts were carried out

in closecooperationwith specializedItalian hospitalsand medical partners, reinforcing international collaboration and ensuring accessto advancedhealthcareservices.

In parallel, Heevie sustained its physiotherapy and medical rehabilitation programs through its two specializedcenters. Theseservicesprovided essentialsupport to people with

disabilities, individuals with specialneeds,and Yazidi womenand children living in IDP camps. The programs aimed to enhancephysical mobility, promote functional independence,

and improve overall mental well-being.

Despite ongoing challenges,Heevie remains dedicated to maintaining high-quality medical servicesand advancing sustainable, long-term healthcare solutions. This includes the

continued developmentof the GalavezhCenter for Pediatric Hemato-OncologicalDiseasesin Duhok.

During this period, three new patients with congenital heart diseasewere referred to Italy for cardiac surgery at Ospedaledel Cuore (Heart Hospital) in Massa. In addition, one

hematologypatient continuesto receiveadvancedtreatment at IRCCS Burlo Garofolo.

Among theseefforts, the caseof HanasaAbdullahða 3.5-year-old girl from Zummar in Ninewa Governorateðhighlights the impact of the organizationôswork. Born with a complex

congenitalheart condition, Hanasaand her family were displacedto Duhok, where shefacedseverehealth complicationsfrom an early age. After yearsof limited accessto specialized

care,shewasadmitted in critical condition, with doctors warning that urgent intervention wasnecessaryto saveher life. Her casewasreferred to HeevieOrganization and included in

its humanitarian medical program following assessmentby visiting Italian specialists. This support enabledher to receivelife-saving treatment and offered her a renewedchanceat

life.

Total number of direct beneficiariesin April : 3,525individuals



Human resources and staff

Galavezh Center PhysiotherapyCenter 

Where we work

Total: 32

18 Male 

14 Female

Å10 Administration and management 

staff

Å3 Engineer

Å3 Doctors 

Å7 Physiotherapist

Å9 Service Staff

Shariya PhysiotherapyCenter 



In order to give the children a chance to have a normal life and to ensuring that children in Kurdistan receive the essentialmedical treatment they need, Heevie in a collaboration with Associazione Iniziative 

di Solidarietà ODV and various humanitarian agencies and hospitals in Italy, has become a vital lifeline for many young patients, granting them access to specialized medical care that may be unavailable in 

their home region.

The objective of this collaboration not only to provide immediate medical assistance to children in need but also to equip local healthcare staff with the necessary training and expertise. By collaborating with 

expert teams from Italy, local medical professionals can enhance their skills, leading to improved healthcare outcomes in thelong term.

In year 2026, Heevie continued to cooperate with the following organizations:

Á Cuore Fratello ïETS :

Heevie and Cuore Fratello ïETS with SIA Join Forces to Provide Life-Saving Heart Care for Children in Kurdistan For children suffering congenital heart disease in Kurdistan, Since 2006, Cuore Fratello 

ïETS, in partnership with Heevie, has been working tirelessly to provide crucial medical care.

Cuore Fratello ïETS is a foundation that embraces the cause of the right to health of the weakest, and is committed to concretely guaranteeing this right first of all to children, with particular attention to 

those with heart disease in developing countries Partnering with the renowned San Donato Hospital in Milan, they established a program that brings children to Italy to undergo life-saving operations.

The impact of this partnership has been profound. From 2006 to 2025, a remarkable 103patients with congenital heart disease have been treated at San Donato Hospital thanks to Cuore Fratello ïETS. 

This year, the commitment remains unwavering. Cuore Fratello and Heevie are continuing their vital work, selecting 10 children with congenital heart diseases for treatment in Italy. These young patients 

will receive advanced medical attention aimed at improving their health outcomes and offering them a brighter future free from the constraints of their condition.

Á IRCCS Istituto Giannina Gaslini :

This vital projectis part of Heevie'songoingcommitmentto enhancepediatriccardiaccareby providingspecializedmedicalservicesto childrenwho often facelimited accessto advancedheartsurgeries.

CHD is a significanthealthchallengeworldwide,andaccessto timely andappropriatesurgicalinterventioncandramaticallyimprovethehealthandoverallquality of life for affectedchildren.

Thecooperationagreementsignedin 2024for a peroiedof two yearsbetweenHeevie,with IRCCSIstituto GianninaGaslini, and SIA to organizedtwo a specialmedicalmissionsin year to bring life-saving

surgeriesto childrensufferingfrom congenitalheartdiseases(CHD) in theKurdistanRegion.

The successof this missionhingeson strongcollaboration. Heevie,working alongsideits Italian partners,hasjoined forceswith the KurdistanRegion'sMinistry of Healthandthe GeneralDirectorateof

Healthin Duhok. Thiscollaborativeeffort ensurestheseamlessorganizationandexecutionof themedicalmission,allowing for theidentificationandtreatmentof childrenin need.

It's worth to mentionthata successfullytwo missionwas carriedout in 2025.

Á Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo Association:

TheEnduringPartnershipBetweenHeevieandBambiniCardiopaticinelMondoextendfor overa decade,beginningin 2008, (in additionto theparticipationof otherorganizations)manymissionshavebeen

accomplishedin Kurdistanandmanycongenitalheartdiseaseschildren'shavebeentreatedat theSandonatoHospitalin Milan

Beyondproviding immediatemedicalcare,thepartnershiphasrecognizedthecritical importanceof sustainablesolutions.

A significantcomponentof their work involvesa comprehensiveprogramdedicatedto traininglocal medicalstaff, both in Italy andKurdistan. This investmentin thefutureensuresthat theregiongainsthe

expertiseandresourcesnecessaryto continueprovidinghigh-quality cardiaccarefor generationsto come.

The successof this enduringcollaborationis a SharedVision Between Heevieand Bambini Cardiopaticinel Mondo sharea fundamentalbelief in the right of everychild to accessquality healthcare,

regardlessof their locationor socioeconomicbackground.

Heevie Cooperation 



Á IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, Trieste:

In collaborationaimedat improving the lives of childrenwith complexmedicalneeds,IRCCSBurlo Garofolo,a leadingchildren'shospital,is partneringwith HeevieandSIA to providespecializedhealthcareservicesto childrenin

Iraqi Kurdistan. This cooperationbeganwith thesigningof anagreementin 2024for a periodof two years,In additionto trainingprogramfor doctorsandmedicalstaff by accompanythepatientsin this treatmentprocessin Italy

andasa result,two sick childrenweresentto undergoa bonemarrowtransplantoperation.

IRCCSBurlo Garofolois committingto providingspecializedservicesdesignedto treatcomplexclinical casesthatareoftenbeyondthescopeof treatmentavailablein Iraqi Kurdistan. This collaborationencompassesa widearrayof

medicalspecialties,bringingexpertiseandresourcesto areaswheretheyarecritically needed.

Thebreadthof thecollaborationis impressive,coveringcrucialareaslike:

Å Bonemarrowtransplants: Offering renewedchancesat recoveryfor childrenwith blooddiseases.

Å Oncology: Providingadvancedtreatmentfor pediatriccancers.

Å Neuropsychiatry: Addressingneurologicalandpsychiatricconditionsin children.

Å Rarediseases: Bringing expertiseto diagnoseandmanagerarepediatricconditions.

Å Allergology: Diagnosingandtreatingallergiesandrelatedconditions.

Å Orthopedics: Providingspecializedorthopediccarefor childrenwith musculoskeletalissues.

Å Functionalrehabilitation: Helpingchildrenregainfunctionandindependenceafter illnessor injury.

Å Metabolicpathologies: Addressingmetabolicdisordersaffectingchildren.

Å Pediatricsurgery: Offeringadvancedsurgicalinterventionsfor variouspediatricconditions.

Å Neonatology: Providingspecializedcarefor newborns,particularlythosewith complexmedicalneeds.

This year,Four childrenexperiencingseverehearinglosshavebeenselectedto receivelife-changingcochlearimplantsurgery. This surgerypromisesto restoretheir hearingby directly stimulatingtheauditorynerve. Following the

procedure,thesechildrenwill embarkon a comprehensiverehabilitationprogram,includingspeechtherapyandauditorytraining,to help themeffectivelyadaptto their newfoundhearingabilities.

Furthermore,two patientshavebeennominatedto receivebonemarrowtransplants,offering themasignificantchanceat recoveryandimprovedwell-being.

Á Cooperation with the ChineseConsulate

Heevie Organization collaborated with the Chinese Consulate to support the Heevie Center for Sports Activities and Physical Rehabilitation for Yazidi IDP Women and Children ïShariya Camp, Duhok Governorate.

Á TUSCANY REGION OPERATIONAL PROGRAM 2024-2026 International Health Cooperation

A new two-year programmehas been approved by the Tuscany Region and will be implemented in partnership with Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA), Heevie Organization, and the Duhok General Directorate of 

Health, starting in March 2026.

The project focuses on improving pediatric healthcare services in Kurdistan through both direct treatment and long-term capacitybuilding of local medical staff, both in Italy and in Kurdistan.

Key agreements were reached with leading pediatric and cardiac institutions, including specialized hospitals in Siena (particularly in pediatric surgery), Pisa, and the MassaïCarrara area, such as Ospedale del Cuore. These 

partnerships aim to expand cooperation in pediatric surgery and pediatric cardiology.

The project, entitled ñImproving Pediatric Care in Iraqi Kurdistan,òwas presented to the Region by the Siena University Hospital. Partnership agreements were signed within the framework of the project application between the 

involved parties (SIA and Heevie Organization) and the Massa Heart Hospital.

The project foresees that medical staff from Massa and Siena hospitalsðparticularly in pediatric surgeryðare authorized to travel to Kurdistan as part of their institutional duties, without requiring personal leave.

Heevie Cooperation 



1. Project: Treating Patients and Training the Local Medical staff in cooperation with Italian organizations

Since its inception in 2005, Heevie Organization has adopteda comprehensiveapproachto healthcare,combining the treatmentof diverse medical

conditionsðparticularlychildhooddiseases,including complexcasessuchascongenital heart disease(CHD), onco-hematologicaldiseases(leukemiaand

thalassemia),pediatric surgical conditions, ear, nose,and throat (ENT) disorders, and urological diseasesðwith the strategictraining of local medical

personnel. This multifacetedinitiative reflectsHeevieôs strongandsustainedcommitmentto strengtheninghealthcareinfrastructureacrosstheregion.

Theinitiative hasbeenimplementedin closecollaborationwith severalhighly respectedItalian medicalandhumanitarianorganizations. Throughtheseefforts,

(507) patients receivedadvancedmedicaltreatmentin Italy, while (876) patients underwentsurgicaloperationsperformedby highly qualified Italian medical

teamsin the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) . Equally importanthasbeenHeevieôs emphasison capacitybuilding. A total of (96) doctors weretrainedin

Italy, acquiringadvancedskills and practicalexperienceto be appliedwithin their professionalpracticeupon return. Additionally,( 926) local doctors and

medical personnelbenefitedfrom continuouson-the-job trainingprovidedby Italian medicalteamsin Kurdistan,ensuringtheimmediateapplicationof newly

acquiredskills andcontributingto sustainableimprovementsin healthcareservicedelivery throughouttheregion.

Congenital heart diseaserepresentsa significant global healthchallenge,affectingcountlesschildren worldwide. In Iraq, the needfor specializedcardiac

treatmentis particularlyacute. The HeevieCHD Program addressesthis critical issueby facilitating regularmedicalmissionscarriedout by expertItalian

cardiacteams. Thesespecialistsnot only performsurgicalandinterventionalproceduresbut alsotransferknowledgeandexpertiseto local medicalfacilities,

empoweringIraqi healthcareprovidersthroughhands-on trainingandprofessionalmentorship.

The programadoptsan integratedtreatmentapproach. In addition to providing direct surgical interventionsduring field visits,

Heeviecoordinatesthetransferof complexcasesto specializedhospitalsin Italy for advancedcare. This dualapproachensuresthat

childrenfrom variousIraqi governoratesreceivetimely, appropriate,andindividualizedtreatment.

The HeevieCHD Programhasbeencontinuouslyimplementedsince2005. Over the pastnineteenyears, a total of 11,268 CHD

patients havebeenrecordedin the Heeviedatabase. During this period, the numberof surgicaloperationsperformedby Italian

medicalteamsfor congenitalheartanomaliesin the KurdistanRegionis (556), while thenumberof childrentransferredto Italy to

receivetreatmentandsurgicalinterventionsreached(321) operations.

In this month, Three new patient with congenital heart disease was referred to Italy for cardiac surgery at Ospedale

del Cuore(Heart Hospital) in Massa. In addition, onehematology patient continues to receive advanced treatment at 

IRCCS Burlo Garofolo.



Hanasaôs journey to survival was not the result of one effort alone. It was made possible through the extraordinary dedication, 

humanitarian commitment, and close coordination of many individuals and institutions working across borders. From local physicians 

and healthcare authorities in DOH Duhok, to the leadership of Heevie Organization, international medical specialists, diplomatic

support, and specialized surgical teams in Italy, every contribution played a vital role in making this life-saving mission possible.

HanasaAbdullah, a 3.5-year-old girl originally from Zummar sub-district in Ninewa Governorate,was born with a complex

congenitalheartdefectthat threatenedher life from her earliestdays. After beingdisplacedwith her family to Duhok Governorate,

Hanasaôs childhoodwas markedby repeatedhospitalizations,ongoingmedicalcomplications,and constantuncertaintyabouther

future.

Hanasawasthe secondchild in her family affectedby a congenitalheartcondition,following her older brother,Mustafa. For years,

the family searcheddesperatelyfor anopportunityto savetheir daughterôs life. However,limited financial resources,combinedwith

thelack of specializedpediatriccardiaccentersin theregion,madeaccessto life-savingtreatmentextremelydifficult .

Tragically, during this already painful journey, the family suffered the devastatingloss of Mustafa at the age of 15 due to

complicationsrelatedto his heartcondition. Only daysafter this heartbreakingloss,Hanasawasadmittedto thePediatricHospitalin

Duhok in critical condition,dependenton continuousoxygensupport. Hanasawas admittedto the PediatricHospital in Duhok in

critical condition,dependenton continuousoxygensupport. Her treatingphysician,Dr. SardarGhazi,warnedthat herconditionwas

rapidly deterioratingandthat,without urgentintervention,her life expectancymight not exceedonemonth. As previouslyconfirmed

by the Italian medicalteams,her casehadbeenreviewedduring humanitarianmedicalmissionsconductedby specialistsfrom the

GianninaGaslini Institute andPoliclinico SanDonato(IRCCS), who hadbeeninvited to Kurdistanby HeevieOrganizationfor

humanitarianmedicalcooperationandpatientassessments.

This hospitaladmissionbecamethe turningpoint in Hanasaôs story. Her casewasimmediatelyreportedto HeevieOrganizationand

registeredin the organizationôs humanitarianmedical referral program for children suffering from congenital heart diseases.

Recognizingthe urgencyof her condition, Ms. Bakshan Ali Aziz, Chief ExecutiveOfficer of HeevieOrganization,immediately

initiatedemergencycoordinationwith Italian medicalpartnersto securelife-savingtreatmentabroad.

A Journey of Hope and Healing



Heevie Organizationôs Medical Humanitarian Program

In 2026, Heevie Organization marks two decades of dedicated humanitarian work in facilitating specialized treatment for children suffering from congenital heart diseases, congenital anomalies, 

hematological disorders, malignancies, and other chronic illnesses.

This humanitarian medical program operates in close collaboration with Italian medical institutions and the Kurdistan Regional Government, with the support of His Excellency President 

Nechirvan Barzani.

Hanasaôs case was directly followed by Dr. Bewar Nawdary, General Manager of Heevie Organization, who personally committed to ensuring that all medical, logistical, and administrative 

requirements were met to transfer Hanasa safely abroad for urgent treatment.

Through this program, Hanasa was given not only a chance for treatmentðbut a chance for life.

Heevie Organizationôs Role

Heevie Organization played a central role in managing the case and ensuring medical safety throughout the process by:

Å Preparing all required documentation for visa processing, travel, and medical transfer.

Å Maintaining continuous communication with the family to ensure readiness.

Å Overcoming major travel barriers caused by regional instability and flight restrictions from Erbil.
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Coordinated International Efforts

Due to Hanasaôs critical condition, an extraordinary level of coordination was required to ensure her safe transfer to Italy.

Italian Coordination

Dr. Iole Pinto, President of the Italian SIA Association, led the efforts from Italy by:

Å Communicating with several specialized Italian hospitals and cardiac centers, ultimately securing acceptance at Ospedale del Cuore (Heart Hospital) in Massa, with admission 

scheduled for April 28, 2026.

Å Coordinating closely with the Italian Consulate in Erbil to facilitate visa issuance under exceptional humanitarian circumstances.

Despite regional restrictions and the temporary suspension of visa services, exceptional arrangements were made by the Italian Consulate. Hanasa and her mother completed their visa 

interview on April 7, 2026, and their visas were successfully issued on April 23, 2026.
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Support from Local Health Authorities

The Directorate of Health in Duhok, under the leadership of Dr. Afrasiab Musa Yunus, provided essential support by ensuring:

Å Continuous medical supervision and stabilization until the date of travel.

Å Availability of a fully equipped ambulance for transfer to ķērnakAirport in Turkey.

Å Coordination with border and local authorities to guarantee a smooth and uninterrupted transfer.

Å Assigning Dr. Muhammad Mahmod, Specialist Pediatrician from Heevieôs medical team, to accompany Hanasa throughout the journey and manage any potential medical emergencies.

Hospital Preparedness in Italy

The receiving medical team in Italy ensured immediate and seamless admission by arranging:

Å Deployment of a specialized ambulance team at Bologna Airport.

Å Fast-track airport procedures to transfer Hanasa directly from the aircraft to the ambulance.

Å Preparation of a Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) bed for immediate stabilization upon arrival.
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The Journey to Treatment

In the early morning of April 28, 2026, Hanasa began her journey from her hospital bed in Duhok, supported by oxygen and accompanied by her medical team.

The journey was long, complex, and medically demanding, involving cross-border transfer, multiple transit points, and continuousmonitoring of her vital condition. Despite these enormous challenges, 

the presence of a specialized pediatrician and the exceptional coordination among all partners ensured a safe and stable transfer to Italy.

At Ospedale del Cuore

Hanasa arrived at Ospedale del Cuore in Massa at approximately 21:15 and was immediately admitted to the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.

Following comprehensive cardiac evaluation:

Å On April 29, 2026, the cardiac surgery team completed all preoperative assessments.

Å Surgery was scheduled for April 30, 2026.

On that day, after years of pain, uncertainty, and struggle, Hanasa underwent a highly complex open-heart surgery that lasted approximately six hours.

When the lead surgeon finally emerged from the operating room, he delivered the news her family had prayed for over so many years:

The surgery was successful.The surgical team declared that all the cardiac defects have been totally corrected and that the pulmonary valve was preserved, so no prosthetic components were 

left behind.

Hanasaôs journey became not only a story of survivalðbut a powerful testament to humanitarian solidarity, international cooperation, and the belief that every child deserves a chance to live.


