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Total Number of Direct Beneficiaries: 3,029 individuals

1. Projects andActivities

1. Project: Treating Patientsand Training Local Medical Staff (in cooperationwith Italian organizations)

Heeviecontinuesto strengthenits partnershipwith leadingItalian hospitalsandmedicalinstitutionsto ensurespecializedtreatmentfor patientsandongoingprofessionaldevelopmentfor local

healthcarestaff.

Á 1patientswith congenitalheartdiseasetraveledfor cardiacsurgeryat SanDonatoHospitalin Milan.

Á 1 Patientwith CongenitalHeartDiseaseSuccessfullyOperatedat SanDonatoHospitalandReturnedHome.

Á 1 hematologypatientcontinuesto receiveadvancedtreatmentat IRCCSBurlo GarofoloHospitalin Trieste,Italy.

Á Agreementwith the TuscanyRegionfor Pediatric Healthcare Development

A newagreementhasbeenapprovedby theTuscanyRegion,startingin March2026, to improvepediatrichealthcareservicesin Kurdistanthroughbothdirect treatmentandlong-termcapacity

building of local medicalstaff,bothin Italy andin Kurdistan.

2. Project: Registeringand Examining Children with Congenital Heart Diseases

During this reportingperiod,a total of 18childrenwereexaminedandregisteredaspartof Heevieongoingprogramfor earlydetectionandreferralof congenitalheartdiseasecases.

3. Project: Physiotherapyand Medical Rehabilitation Servicesfor Peoplewith SpecialNeeds

Heevieprovided1,599physiotherapysessions,supportingindividualswith disabilitiesandthoserequiringrehabilitationtherapyto improvemobility anddaily functioning.

4. Project: HeevieCenter For SportsActivities, PhysiotherapyAnd Medical Rehabilitation For Yazidi IDP WomenAnd Children ïShariya Camp, Duhok Governorate

Heevieprovided1,409 SportsActivities, PhysiotherapyAnd Medical Rehabilitationaimedat enhancingboth the physicaland mentalwell-being of Yazidi womenand children residingin

ShariyaCamp.

5. Establishment of the GalavezhCenter for Pediatric Hemato-OncologicalDiseasesïDuhok Governorate

Heeviecontinuesthe establishmentof this specializedmedicalcenter,which aimsto providediagnostic,treatment,andfollow-up careservicesfor childrensufferingfrom hematologicaland

oncologicaldiseases.
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Introduction ïMarch

During March, HeevieOrganization continued its humanitarian and medical missionto support vulnerable populations acrossthe Kurdistan Regionof Iraq . Through the

provision of life-savingmedical careand rehabilitation services,the organization remained dedicatedto improving the health and well-beingof thosemost in need.

A key focusduring the month wasthe treatment of children suffering from congenitalheart diseasesand other incurable illnesses. Theseefforts were implementedin close

cooperationwith specializedItalian hospitalsand medical partners, strengtheninginternational collaboration to ensureaccessto advancedcare.

In parallel, Heeviesustainedits physiotherapy and medical rehabilitation servicesthrough its two specializedcenters. Thesecentersprovided essentialsupport to people

with disabilities, individuals with specialneeds,as well as Yazidi women and children residing in IDP camps. The servicesaimed to enhancephysical mobility, promote

functional independence,and improve overall mental well-being.

Despiteongoingchallenges,Heevieremains committed to maintaining high-quality medical servicesand advancing sustainable,long-term healthcare solutions, including

the ongoingestablishmentof the GalavezhCenter for Pediatric Hemato-OncologicalDiseasesin Duhok.

As part of its international medical cooperation efforts, and at the invitation of HeevieOrganization and AssociazioneIniziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA), the Director

Generalof Health in Duhok conductedan official visit to Italy, further strengtheningcollaboration and institutional knowledgeexchange.

Within the framework of the ñTreating Patients and Training Local Medical Staffòproject, implemented in cooperation with Italian organizations, Heeviecontinuesto

reinforce its partnerships with leading Italian hospitals and medical institutions. This collaboration facilitates specializedtreatment for patients while supporting the

professionaldevelopmentof local healthcarestaff.

During this period, one patient with congenital heart diseasetraveled to San Donato Hospital for cardiac surgery, 1 Patient with Congenital Heart DiseaseSuccessfully

Operatedat SanDonatoHospital and Returned Home,while another hematologypatient continuesto receiveadvancedtreatment at IRCCS Burlo Garofolo Hospital.

Total Number of Direct Beneficiariesduring March: 3,029individuals



Human resources and staff

Galavezh Center PhysiotherapyCenter 

Where we work

Total: 31

17 Male 

14 Female

Å10 Administration and management 

staff

Å1 Engineer

Å3 Doctors 

Å7 Physiotherapist

Å10  Service Staff

Shariya PhysiotherapyCenter 



In order to give the children a chance to have a normal life and to ensuring that children in Kurdistan receive the essentialmedical treatment they need, Heevie in a collaboration with Associazione Iniziative 

di Solidarietà ODV and various humanitarian agencies and hospitals in Italy, has become a vital lifeline for many young patients, granting them access to specialized medical care that may be unavailable in 

their home region.

The objective of this collaboration not only to provide immediate medical assistance to children in need but also to equip local healthcare staff with the necessary training and expertise. By collaborating with 

expert teams from Italy, local medical professionals can enhance their skills, leading to improved healthcare outcomes in thelong term.

In year 2026, Heevie continued to cooperate with the following organizations:

Á Cuore Fratello ïETS :

Heevie and Cuore Fratello ïETS with SIA Join Forces to Provide Life-Saving Heart Care for Children in Kurdistan For children suffering congenital heart disease in Kurdistan, Since 2006, Cuore Fratello 

ïETS, in partnership with Heevie, has been working tirelessly to provide crucial medical care.

Cuore Fratello ïETS is a foundation that embraces the cause of the right to health of the weakest, and is committed to concretely guaranteeing this right first of all to children, with particular attention to 

those with heart disease in developing countries Partnering with the renowned San Donato Hospital in Milan, they established a program that brings children to Italy to undergo life-saving operations.

The impact of this partnership has been profound. From 2006 to 2025, a remarkable 103patients with congenital heart disease have been treated at San Donato Hospital thanks to Cuore Fratello ïETS. 

This year, the commitment remains unwavering. Cuore Fratello and Heevie are continuing their vital work, selecting 10 children with congenital heart diseases for treatment in Italy. These young patients 

will receive advanced medical attention aimed at improving their health outcomes and offering them a brighter future free from the constraints of their condition.

Á IRCCS Istituto Giannina Gaslini :

This vital projectis part of Heevie'songoingcommitmentto enhancepediatriccardiaccareby providingspecializedmedicalservicesto childrenwho often facelimited accessto advancedheartsurgeries.

CHD is a significanthealthchallengeworldwide,andaccessto timely andappropriatesurgicalinterventioncandramaticallyimprovethehealthandoverallquality of life for affectedchildren.

Thecooperationagreementsignedin 2024for a peroiedof two yearsbetweenHeevie,with IRCCSIstituto GianninaGaslini, and SIA to organizedtwo a specialmedicalmissionsin year to bring life-saving

surgeriesto childrensufferingfrom congenitalheartdiseases(CHD) in theKurdistanRegion.

The successof this missionhingeson strongcollaboration. Heevie,working alongsideits Italian partners,hasjoined forceswith the KurdistanRegion'sMinistry of Healthandthe GeneralDirectorateof

Healthin Duhok. Thiscollaborativeeffort ensurestheseamlessorganizationandexecutionof themedicalmission,allowing for theidentificationandtreatmentof childrenin need.

It's worth to mentionthata successfullytwo missionwas carriedout in 2025.

Á Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo Association:

TheEnduringPartnershipBetweenHeevieandBambiniCardiopaticinelMondoextendfor overa decade,beginningin 2008, (in additionto theparticipationof otherorganizations)manymissionshavebeen

accomplishedin Kurdistanandmanycongenitalheartdiseaseschildren'shavebeentreatedat theSandonatoHospitalin Milan

Beyondproviding immediatemedicalcare,thepartnershiphasrecognizedthecritical importanceof sustainablesolutions.

A significantcomponentof their work involvesa comprehensiveprogramdedicatedto traininglocal medicalstaff, both in Italy andKurdistan. This investmentin thefutureensuresthat theregiongainsthe

expertiseandresourcesnecessaryto continueprovidinghigh-quality cardiaccarefor generationsto come.

The successof this enduringcollaborationis a SharedVision Between Heevieand Bambini Cardiopaticinel Mondo sharea fundamentalbelief in the right of everychild to accessquality healthcare,

regardlessof their locationor socioeconomicbackground.

Heevie Cooperation 



Á IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, Trieste:

In collaborationaimedat improving the lives of childrenwith complexmedicalneeds,IRCCSBurlo Garofolo,a leadingchildren'shospital,is partneringwith HeevieandSIA to providespecializedhealthcareservicesto childrenin

Iraqi Kurdistan. This cooperationbeganwith thesigningof anagreementin 2024for a periodof two years,In additionto trainingprogramfor doctorsandmedicalstaff by accompanythepatientsin this treatmentprocessin Italy

andasa result,two sick childrenweresentto undergoa bonemarrowtransplantoperation.

IRCCSBurlo Garofolois committingto providingspecializedservicesdesignedto treatcomplexclinical casesthatareoftenbeyondthescopeof treatmentavailablein Iraqi Kurdistan. This collaborationencompassesa widearrayof

medicalspecialties,bringingexpertiseandresourcesto areaswheretheyarecritically needed.

Thebreadthof thecollaborationis impressive,coveringcrucialareaslike:

Å Bonemarrowtransplants: Offering renewedchancesat recoveryfor childrenwith blooddiseases.

Å Oncology: Providingadvancedtreatmentfor pediatriccancers.

Å Neuropsychiatry: Addressingneurologicalandpsychiatricconditionsin children.

Å Rarediseases: Bringing expertiseto diagnoseandmanagerarepediatricconditions.

Å Allergology: Diagnosingandtreatingallergiesandrelatedconditions.

Å Orthopedics: Providingspecializedorthopediccarefor childrenwith musculoskeletalissues.

Å Functionalrehabilitation: Helpingchildrenregainfunctionandindependenceafter illnessor injury.

Å Metabolicpathologies: Addressingmetabolicdisordersaffectingchildren.

Å Pediatricsurgery: Offeringadvancedsurgicalinterventionsfor variouspediatricconditions.

Å Neonatology: Providingspecializedcarefor newborns,particularlythosewith complexmedicalneeds.

This year,Four childrenexperiencingseverehearinglosshavebeenselectedto receivelife-changingcochlearimplantsurgery. This surgerypromisesto restoretheir hearingby directly stimulatingtheauditorynerve. Following the

procedure,thesechildrenwill embarkon a comprehensiverehabilitationprogram,includingspeechtherapyandauditorytraining,to help themeffectivelyadaptto their newfoundhearingabilities.

Furthermore,two patientshavebeennominatedto receivebonemarrowtransplants,offering themasignificantchanceat recoveryandimprovedwell-being.

Á Cooperation with the ChineseConsulate

Heevie Organization collaborated with the Chinese Consulate to support the Heevie Center for Sports Activities and Physical Rehabilitation for Yazidi IDP Women and Children ïShariya Camp, Duhok Governorate.

Á TUSCANY REGION OPERATIONAL PROGRAM 2024 -2026 International Health Cooperation

A new two-year programmehas been approved by the Tuscany Region and will be implemented in partnership with Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA), Heevie Organization, and the Duhok General Directorate of 

Health, starting in March 2026.

The project focuses on improving pediatric healthcare services in Kurdistan through both direct treatment and long-term capacitybuilding of local medical staff, both in Italy and in Kurdistan.

Key agreements were reached with leading pediatric and cardiac institutions, including specialized hospitals in Siena (particularly in pediatric surgery), Pisa, and the MassaïCarrara area, such as Ospedale del Cuore. These 

partnerships aim to expand cooperation in pediatric surgery and pediatric cardiology.

The project, entitled ñImproving Pediatric Care in Iraqi Kurdistan,òwas presented to the Region by the Siena University Hospital. Partnership agreements were signed within the framework of the project application between the 

involved parties (SIA and Heevie Organization) and the Massa Heart Hospital.

The project foresees that medical staff from Massa and Siena hospitalsðparticularly in pediatric surgeryðare authorized to travel to Kurdistan as part of their institutional duties, without requiring personal leave.

Heevie Cooperation 



1. Project: Treating Patients and Training the Local Medical staff in cooperation with Italian organizations

Since its inception in 2005, Heevie Organization has adopteda comprehensiveapproachto healthcare,combining the treatmentof diversemedical conditionsð

particularlychildhooddiseases,including complexcasessuchascongenital heart disease(CHD), onco-hematologicaldiseases(leukemiaandthalassemia),pediatric

surgical conditions, ear, nose,and throat (ENT) disorders, andurological diseasesðwith thestrategictrainingof local medicalpersonnel. This multifacetedinitiative

reflectsHeevieôs strongandsustainedcommitmentto strengtheninghealthcareinfrastructureacrosstheregion.

The initiative hasbeenimplementedin closecollaborationwith severalhighly respectedItalian medicaland humanitarianorganizations. Throughtheseefforts, (507)

patients receivedadvancedmedicaltreatmentin Italy, while (876) patients underwentsurgicaloperationsperformedby highly qualified Italian medicalteamsin the

Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) . Equally importanthasbeenHeevieôs emphasison capacitybuilding. A total of (96) doctors weretrainedin Italy, acquiringadvanced

skills and practicalexperienceto be appliedwithin their professionalpracticeupon return. Additionally,( 926) local doctors and medical personnel benefitedfrom

continuouson-the-job trainingprovidedby Italian medicalteamsin Kurdistan,ensuringtheimmediateapplicationof newly acquiredskills andcontributingto sustainable

improvementsin healthcareservicedelivery throughouttheregion.

Congenital heart diseaserepresentsa significant global healthchallenge,affectingcountlesschildrenworldwide. In Iraq, the needfor specializedcardiactreatmentis

particularly acute. The Heevie CHD Program addressesthis critical issueby facilitating regularmedicalmissionscarriedout by expert Italian cardiacteams. These

specialistsnot only perform surgicaland interventionalproceduresbut also transferknowledgeand expertiseto local medical facilities, empoweringIraqi healthcare

providersthroughhands-on trainingandprofessionalmentorship.

Theprogramadoptsanintegratedtreatmentapproach. In additionto providingdirectsurgicalinterventionsduringfield visits, Heeviecoordinates

the transferof complexcasesto specializedhospitalsin Italy for advancedcare. This dual approachensuresthat children from variousIraqi

governoratesreceivetimely, appropriate,andindividualizedtreatment.

TheHeevieCHD Programhasbeencontinuouslyimplementedsince2005. Over thepastnineteenyears, a total of 11,268CHD patients have

beenrecordedin the Heeviedatabase. During this period,the numberof surgicaloperationsperformedby Italian medicalteamsfor congenital

heartanomaliesin theKurdistanRegionis (556), while thenumberof childrentransferredto Italy to receivetreatmentandsurgicalinterventions

reached(321) operations.

In this month, one new patient with congenital heart disease was referred to Italy for cardiac surgery at San Donato Hospital. 

In addition, one patient with congenital heart disease who was successfully operated on last month at the same hospital has 

returned home in stable condition.

Furthermore, one hematology patient continues to receive advanced treatment at IRCCS Burlo Garofolo in
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After many years of cooperation between Heevie Organization, SIA Organization, and the General Directorate of Health in Duhok in several fields, including patient treatment and the training and capacity 

building of healthcare staff, the General Directorate of Health in Duhokwas invited this year to participate in meetings and health cooperation agreements with hospitals and regional health institutions in Italy, as 

part of ongoing efforts to strengthen international medical collaboration.

The Director General of Health in Duhok participated in this official visit to Italy upon the invitation of Heevie Organizationand its Italian partner organization SIA, with the aim of strengthening international 

medical cooperation and expanding partnerships with leading Italian hospitals.

The visit included high-level meetings with hospital directors and medical teams in Trieste, Siena, Pisa, Massa, and Genoa. These discussions resulted in significant agreements and future commitments, as detailed 

below.

Institutional Cooperation

To ensure comprehensive, effective, and sustainable collaboration, the General Directorate of Health in Duhokhas been actively involved in these agreements and related initiatives. This institutional partnership 

aims to facilitate coordination between local health authorities and Italian partners, ensuring that cooperation activities are implemented in an organized and efficient manner.

Objectives

The main objectives of this cooperation include:

Enhancing treatment opportunities for patients requiring specialized medical care.

Strengthening the professional skills and capacity of healthcare staff through training and knowledge exchange.

Developing long-term partnerships with Italian hospitals and medical institutions.

Promoting the exchange of medical expertise and best practices.

Scope and Impact

It is important to emphasize that this initiative is not limited to Duhok Governorate. The cooperation framework is designed to support the development of healthcare services across the entire Kurdistan Region and 

Iraq as a whole, enabling wider access to advanced medical knowledge, training opportunities, and specialized treatment.

Visits

The visit itinerary included the following key meetings and engagements:

1.TriesteïDiscussions focused on specialized patient treatment programs, particularly in cardiology and pediatric care.

2.SienaïCollaboration on joint medical missions and exchange programs for healthcare professionals.

3.PisaïMeetings with hospital directors to strengthen partnerships in pediatric surgery and onco-hematology.

4.MassaïStrategic sessions to plan joint training initiatives and capacity-building programs.

5.Genoa (Istituto Giannina Gaslini)ïFocused on expanding cardiac surgery programs to include pediatric surgery, onco-hematology, and bone marrow transplantation, with commitments for joint missions and 

knowledge transfer.

International Medical Cooperation with Italian Health Institutions:

Official Visit of the Director General of Health in Duhok to Italy at the Invitation of Heevie Organization and Associazione Ini ziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA)



At the invitation and through the dedicated preparation of Heevie Organizationand the Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà (SIA), Dr. Afrasiab Musa, Director General of Health of Duhok Province, was officially welcomed 

during his visit to Italy at IRCCS Burlo Garofolo in Trieste, one of the most advanced hospitals in the country.

The visit was the result of continuous coordination and joint efforts by Heevie Organization and SIA to strengthen medical cooperation between Duhok Province and leading Italian healthcare institutions. The meeting, organized in 

close collaboration with both organizations, brought together the hospitalôs Director, Dr. Renato Botti, Dr. Iva Orzan, Director of the Department of ENT, and Dr. Rabusin, Director of the Department of Pediatric Oncology, with 

the aim of expanding structured and sustainable partnerships.

Discussions focused on enhancing long-term healthcare cooperation, particularly in developing bone marrow transplantation servicesin Duhok Province. Through the facilitation and coordination of Heevie Organization and SIA, 

it was agreed that Italian doctors and healthcare professionals will visit Duhok to conduct specialized training courses, while doctors and healthcare workers from Duhok will travel to Italy for advanced training programs, ensuring a 

two-way exchange of expertise.

As a direct outcome of this ongoing collaboration, 12 patients from Duhok have so far received treatment at IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, including bone marrow transplantation and cochlear implant procedures. The partnership 

continues to ensure access to advanced care for patients in need, reflecting the effective coordination role played by HeevieOrganization and SIA.

The two sides agreed on several key points: oncological patients under the age of 10 will receive special attention and support; rare and complex cases, including children under 10 requiring cochlear implantation or vertebral 

treatments, may be referred to Italy for advanced care; and Italian medical teams will visit the Bone Marrow Transplantation Center in Duhok to provide hands-on training for local staff.

Regarding institutional cooperation, the current agreementðfacilitated through the joint efforts of Heevie Organization and SIA and set to expire in Juneðwill be renewed for an additional two years, ensuring continuity and 

stability of the partnership.

Concerning upcoming cases in Trieste, the hospital confirmed its readiness to accept additional patients with thalassemiaand leukemia. In ENT, arrangements are in place to admit Maard for a second cochlear implant procedure

in April, accompanied by his sister and two escorts, with openness to further cases. In the field of scoliosis, the hospital has agreed to accept Aljund Aveen, and official acceptance documentation will be issued shortly. These 

arrangements have been coordinated through the continued collaboration between Heevie Organization and SIA.

The hospital also reaffirmed its commitment to training doctors and nurses in Bone Marrow Transplantation (BMT)and onco-hematological diseases. Training programs can be organized either in Duhok or in Trieste, based on 

jointly agreed needs and future plans. Similar cooperation applies to ENT training , including early diagnosis of hearing disordersand speech therapy.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Afrasiab Musa, on behalf of Dr. Ali Tatar , presented a shield of appreciationto the hospitalôs leadership, medical teams, and supporting organizations in recognition of their valuable services 

and strong, ongoing cooperation in serving patients from Duhok Province.

1. Official Visit of the Director General of Duhok Health and President of the Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV. to IRCCS Burlo Garofolo to Expand Medical Cooperation



Dr. Diari Ahmed Majid, Iraqi Ambassador to Italy, received Dr. Afrasiab Musa, Director General of Health of Duhok Province, and Dr. Iole Pinto, President of the Associazione Iniziative di 

Solidarietà ODV. The Ambassador warmly welcomed the visiting delegation and praised the ongoing humanitarian cooperation.

During the meeting, both sides highly appreciated the coordination between Italian organizations and Heevie Organization in delivering humanitarian and medical services to patients from Duhok 

Province. Over the past 20 years, more than 500 patients have been treated in Italian hospitals, while approximately 800 children in the Kurdistan Region have received medical care through specialized 

Italian medical teams visiting the region.

The discussion also addressed the existing agreements between the General Directorate of Health of Duhok Provinceand several Italian hospitals, including:

Á IRCCS Burlo Garofolo

Á Hospitals in Siena

Á Hospitals in Massa Carrara

Á Hospitals in Milan

Á Hospitals in Genoa

Ambassador Dr. Diari Ahmed Majid expressed his appreciation to the General Directorate of Health of Duhok Province and partner organizations for their significant humanitarian efforts. He affirmed 

his full support for strengthening cooperation and coordination in the future to continue serving patients and the wider community.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Iraqi Ambassador to Italy was awarded the Shield of Honor in recognition of his support and contributions. The award was presented on behalf of Dr. Ali Tatar and 

Dr. Afrasiab Musa, Director General of Health of Duhok Province.

2. High-Level Meeting with the Iraqi Ambassador in Rome, SIA Organization, and the Director General of Health in Duhok



Dr. Afrasiab Musa, Director General of Health of Duhok Province,and Dr. Iole Pinto, President of the Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV,also visited the 

volunteers who have been instrumental since 1991 and since the founding of SIA and Heevie Organization: Dr. Jiyan Ali and Dr. Sardar Ali.

They have played a key role in coordinating cooperation between the Kurdistan Region, Italian hospitals, and humanitarian organizations, supporting patient treatment and 

the training of healthcare staff, while facilitating program implementation between Italy and the Kurdistan Region in close collaboration with SIA and Heevie 

Organization.

3. Honoring Volunteers Who Coordinated Humanitarian and Medical Programs Between Italy and Kurdistan
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4.Official Visit to Azienda Ospedaliero-Universitaria Senese in Siena to Strengthen Medical Cooperation Between Duhok and Italian Healthcare Institutions

The visit was organized under the ongoing coordination of Heevie Organization, in collaboration with the Associazione 

Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA) .

During meetings with the hospitalôs leadership and the Head of Pediatric Surgery, discussions focused on expanding joint health 

projects, organizing two pediatric surgery missions per year to Duhok, referring complex cases to Siena when needed, and 

strengthening training programs for doctors and nursesthrough missions, seminars, and internships in Italy.

Since 2008, this partnership has enabled 76 children to receive treatment in Siena and approximately 250 children to be treated 

in Duhok with support from visiting Italian medical teams.

A new two-year SIAïHeevie project, approved by the Tuscany Region, will begin in March 2026, focusing on pediatric 

treatment and capacity building in Duhok, paving the way for broader institutional cooperation between Tuscany and Duhok.

Strategic Development:

The General Director of Siena Hospital and the Head of International Cooperation expressed strong interest in expanding 

collaboration at a higher institutional level between:

Á Tuscany Region

Á Duhok Governorate

Á Ministry of Health ïKRG

This initiative opens the door for broader, long-term institutional cooperation and sustainable healthcare partnerships.
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5.Official Visit to San Cataldo Hospital (Pisa) and Ospedale del Cuore (Massa) to Strengthen Medical Cooperation with Duhok Province

Dr. Afrasiab Musa, Director General of Health of Duhok Province, accompanied by representatives of the Associazione Iniziative di 

Solidarietà ODV (SIA), visited San Cataldo Hospital in Pisaand Ospedale del Cuore in Massaduring a four-day official visit to Italy. 

The visit focused on strengthening medical cooperation and advancing training programs for doctors and healthcare workers in Duhok 

Province.

A new two-year project, approved by the Tuscany Regionand starting in March 2026, will focus on:

Treatment of Congenital Heart Disease (CHD)

Training pediatric cardiology staff in Duhok

Key Achievements and Commitments:

Two interventional cardiology missions per yearto Duhok, including hands-on training

Advanced training opportunities in Pisa and Massa for doctors, nurses, and technicians in pediatric cardiac surgery, intensive care, and 

interventional hemodynamics

The Foundation confirmed its readiness to treat complex CHD cases in Italy free of chargewhen they cannot be treated in Duhok, 

covering all hospitalization costs

During the visit, Dr. Musa presented a Shield of Honor on behalf of Dr. Ali Tatar , Governor of Duhok Province, in recognition of the 

hospitalsô cooperation and support. He also toured cardiology departments to review advanced diagnostic technologies and equipment.

This visit represents a major step toward enhancing healthcare partnershipsand improving specialized pediatric and cardiac services in 

Duhok Province.
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6.Visit to Istituto Giannina Gaslini in Genoa to Advance Medical Cooperation and Specialized Healthcare Services in Duhok

The visit to Istituto Giannina Gaslini in Genoaaimed to advance medical cooperation and support specialized healthcare services in Duhok, under the coordination of Heevie Organizationand the 

Associazione Iniziative di Solidarietà ODV (SIA).

Through Heevie Organizationôs coordination, the hospital leadership expressed a strong commitment to expanding existing cardiac surgery programsto include pediatric surgery, onco-hematology, 

and bone marrow transplantation, as well as conducting joint missions with Sienato strengthen pediatric surgical care in Duhok.

During meetings with the Director General, Dr. Renato Botti, and department heads, discussions focused on:

ÅEnhancing coordination and continuityof joint projects

ÅTreating rare and complex pediatric cases

ÅTraining healthcare staff in Duhok, facilitated by Heevie Organization

Thanks to the long-term support and coordination of Heevie Organization, Italian medical teams have performed specialized surgeries across Kurdistan, significantly contributing to the establishment and 

development of a pediatric heart surgery unit in Duhok

.

Dr. Afrasiab Musa presented a Shield of Honor on behalf of Dr. Ali Tatar , Governor of Duhok, recognizing GasliniHospitalôs valuable services and the role of Heevie Organization in facilitating this 

partnership. He also toured hospital departments to review advanced medical equipment and technologies.

The visit underscored Heevie Organizationôs pivotal role in strengthening long-term collaboration and enhancing specialized pediatric healthcare in Duhok Province.


